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ARTICLE XIX. 





fxcrgm| N the preceding Month. we. inferted the 

= is Introduction to Mr. Lowman’s Di/- 
steele ®| fertation on the Civil Government of 
the Hebrews, and promifed in this, an 
Epitome of the Difertation itelf, which 
here follows. 

In the firft Chapter Mr. Lowman fets forth the 
principal Intentions of this Pout y. 

The Hebrew Government appears not only des 
figned to ferve the common Ends of all good Go- 
vernments, to protect the Property, Liberty, Safety: 
and Peace of the Members of the Community 3; 1 
which the true Happinefs and Profperity of Na- 
tional Societies will always confift ; but, moreover, 
to render the Subjects of it az boly. People: to. Jehos. 
vah, and a Kingdom of Priefis.* ‘There was mani- 


* See Eyed. XIX. 3) 4) 5, 6. - Deut. xix. 10, 12,13, 16,17, 18. 
feftly 
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feftly a Covenant between God. and them: They 
binding themfelves’ by an Oath of Allegiance to 
him, as their God and King, to receive and obey 
the Laws which he fhould appoint ; with a particu- 
lar Engagement to keep themfelves from the Ido- 
Jatry of the Nations round about them, whether 
that of the Egyptians, among whom they had dwelt, 
or that of the Nations by which they. pafled into 
Canaan: And in keeping this Allegiance to Febo- 
vah, they were entitled, by exprefs Promife on his 
Part, to expect the Bleffings of his immediate and 
particular Protection, againft all Attempts of their 
Idolatrous Neighbours, together with an Accumu- 
Jation of all temporal Bleffings: But on the Breach 
thereof, by ferving and worfhipping other Gods, 
they were to forfeit thefe Indulgencies; and the 
Anger of their offended Sovereign was to be kindled 
againft the Land, to bring upon.it all the Curfes 
which he threatned. * This was the ORIGINAL 
Contract? of the Hebrew Government. 

‘It was for very wife Reafons, as Mr. Lowman 
notes, that temporal Bleffings and Curfes are made 
fo much Ufe of in this Conftitution ; for thefe were 
the common and prevailing Inticements to Idolatry : 
But, ‘by ‘thus taking them into the Hebrew Contti- 
tution, as Rewardsto Obedience, and Punifhments 
of Difobedience, they became Motives to true Reli- 
gion, inftead of Encouragements to Idolatry. 

The Idolatrous Nations worfhipped fubordinate 
Beings, whom they owned fubject to the Supreme ; 
but they believed they had the Difpofal of the Blef- 
fings of: Life, fuch as Health, long Life, fruitful 
Seafons, Riches, and the like, “Now it became the 
Wifdom of an Inftitution, defigned to preferve the 
Faith and Worfhip of the One True God againft 
Idolatry, to affert, that God was the immediate 


* Deut. xix. 25, 26, 27. 


Author 
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Author of every Bleffing of Life, and that he had 
not parted with the Adminiftration of Providence 
to any fubordinate Beings whatfoever ; fo that they 
were to be fought for from him, and to be hoped 
for only from his Favour and Protection. 

Whoever has juft Notions of the great Evils of 
Idolatry, to the Difhonour of the Supreme Sovereign 
of the World, to, the Corruption of the effential 
Principles of true Religion and Virtue, as it directed 
fo many immoral and inhuman Rites, and encou- 
raged fuch enormous Acts of Vice as Acts of De- 
votion, will plainly perceive how worthy, as well 
of the Wifdom as of the Goodnefs of God, it was, 
to put fome Stop to fo dangerous an Evil ; efpeci- 
ally when it was become fo univerfal, that all Na- 
tions were eagerly running into it: And to effec 
this was God’s principal Defign in the Confticution 
of the Fewi/o Government. | 

Now, for the more effectual accomplifhing of 
this primary Intention, it was of the utmoft Service 
to keep this Nation feparate from ali others; and 
from fuch Intercourfe with Idolaters, as might end 
in anApoftacy fromtheir own Religion to Pagani{m : 
And accordingly, feveral Prohibitions are delivered 
by Mojfes with this View.* It had been feen, by 
notorious Examples, how eafily the Hebrews were 
to be inticed into Idolatry, by frequenting the Com- 
pany of Idolaters;-{ and this afforded abundant 
Reafon for the manifeld Provifions, by Threatnings 
and Exhortations, which we find againft it; |} and 
difcovers the Propriety of divers Laws, of which 
we don’c otherwife fee any Foundation, but the mere 
Will of the Law-giver: But in this Light they ap- 
pear, with great Force and Beauty, to be the Re- 


* Levit. xviii. 2, 3, 4, 24, 30- .Lbid. xx. 23, 24. 
+ An Inftance of this we have in Numbers xxv, 1, 2. 
l See Deut. iv. 3, Ec. Ibid. vil. 3, 4. 
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fult of the Divine Wifdom, and of his Goodnefs 
towards this People. 

The Law, for Inftance, that appoints, ye ball 
not round the Corners of your Heads, neither Jhalt 
thou marr the Corners of thy Beard,* becomes an 
Injundtion of Importance, when we know it was to 
prevent a magical Cuftom of the idolatrous Priefts, 
who made this Sort of cutting off their Hair and 
Beards effential to their Worfhip ; and practifed it 
to procure from their Idols the Bleffings for which 
they prayed to them. 

In like Manner we may eafily perceive a Reafon, 
why the Law fhould direét, Necther fhall a Gar- 
ment of Linnen and Woollen come upon thee; when 
we underftand,. that fuch mixed Garments of Lin- 
nen and Woollen were the’ proper Habits of idola- 
trous Priefts ; and which they fuperftitioufly ima- 
gined to have fome magical Virtue in them. 

On the fame Account we can prefently fee the 
Wifdom of appointing, shat the Woman fhall not 
wear that which appertaineth unto a Man, neither 
foall a Man put on a Woman's Garment ; for all 
that do fo, are an Abomination to the Lord thy God; 
when we are informed, that it was an idolatrous 
Conftitution of the neighbouring Nations, That 
Men ought to ftand before the Star of Venus, in the 
flowered Garments of Women; and Women were 
to put on the Armour of Men, before the Star of 
Mars. 

There is no Reafon then, we fee, to imagine, 
that thefe Laws, which were to diftinguifh the He- 
brew People from the idolatrous Nations, were 
made only out of Hatred to their Neighbours, and 
to al! their Cuftoms and Manners, good or bad, 
innocent as well as idolatrous, It appears, on the 
contrary, to be quite another Reafon; it was from 


* Levit. Xix. 27. 


a wile 
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a wife Care of their Prefervation from idolatrous 
Infeétion, 

Thefe two Views therefore may be confidered as 
the main Foundation of the Ritual Conftitution of 
the Fcwifh People, viz. to maintain among them the 
Knowledge and Worfhip of the One True God, 
and to with-hold them from Idolatry : And accord- 
ing to thefe Views we are to examine and judge of 
that Conftitution ; whereas, if we regard it only as 
an Inftitution of Religion, or only as a Civil Poli- 
ty and Form of Government, we fhall widely mif- 
take the true Nature of it. 

But to give us a ftronger Idea of the Wifdom and 
Goodnefs of thefe Infticutes, which have been fo 
mifreprefented by the Ignorance or Wickednefs of 
Infidels, Mr. Lowman fets before us fome of the 
many great Evils of Idolatry, which they were 
calculated to prevent. 

One of thefe was a falfe Perfuafion of Temporal 
Bleffings being the Gifts of fome fubordinate Beings, 
as Guardians of the Human Race; or owing to 
fome fecret Influences of the Stars, fuppofed to be 
animated by fome powerful Beings; whofe Protec- 
tion and Favour were to be obtained by the Ufe of 
certain magical Ceremonies, or fome ridiculous or 
barbarous Rites of Worfhip. 

Thus Men came to lofe the Senfe of God and 
Providence; and being alienated from him, who 
is beft pleafed and bat worfhipped by Virtue, 
Goodnefs, and Righteoufnefs, they became necef- 
farily vicious in Praétice, as well as Principle: They 
came to think they were not to expect the Bleffings 
of Life from the Favour of the One True God, a 
Being, himfelf of infinite Purity, Righteoufnefs, and 
Goodnefs, by reverencing and by imitating him; 
but from the Favour of a Jupiter, who is repre- 
fented in his Hiftory to have been as intemperate, as 
luftful, and as wicked as any’the worft of Men; 

} Y 3 or 
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or from a Mercury, a Patron of Thieves and Rob- 
bers; or from a Bacchus, the God of Intemperance 
and Drunkennefs; or from a Venus, the Patronefs 
of all Manner of Debauchery and Uncleannefs. 
The moft facred .Myfteries in the Worfhip of fuch 
. Deities had a natural Tendency to extinguifh all 
valuable Principles, and enforce Men’s natural In- 
clinations to Intemperance, Luft, Fraud, Violence, 
and every kind of Unrighteoufnefs and Impiety. 

In the next Place, /dolatry had introduced the 
moft cruel Cuftom of buman Sacrifices. This firft 
prevailed among the Phenicians, the Tyrians, and 
the Carthaginians; but it foon became almoft uni- 
verial, and fpread itfelf among the Greeks, the Gauls, 
and the German Nations. It was'a known Cuftom 
of the Cazaanizes to offer their Children to Moloch ; 
and the Manner of this, as we learn from Scripture 
exprefly, was by burning them.* 
; If we confider the many other abominable Im- 
moralities of the Canaanites, by which they defiled 
themfelves, as they are enumerated in the Prohibi- 
tion of them to the Hebrew Nation, Levit. xviii. 
we cannot but own they deferved an exemplary Pu- 
nifhment from the righteous Judge of the Farth ; 
and it was both wife and juft, to fhew in their Pu- 
nifhment, that their'Idols were not the Difpenfers of 
worldly Profperity, but that the True God was the 
fole Difpofer of all the Bleffings of Providence ; 
and that none of the Idols they worfhipped were able 
to fave them from his Wrath, or to deliver them 
out of his Hand. | 

It appears, Mr. Lowman thinks, from what he 
has been fjaying in this Chapter, that the Severity 
with which the Hebrew Hiftory acquaints us the 
Canaanises were punifh’d, and the Title whereby the 


“ Ezek. xxiii, 37. xvi. 21. 


m 2 Kings xvi. 3. 2 Chron, 
XXVIN. 3. 2 Kings xvil, 31. mrt 
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Hebrews held the Land of that People, whom God 
caft out before them, ‘were no'way  inconfiftent 


with the Juftice, Wifdom, or Goodnefs of God, as 


fome have infinuated. The Queftion in fhort’ is 
brought to this: ** Whether fuch abominable Immo- 
‘* ralities, as followed naturally and univerfally from 
‘© their Idolatrous Principles and Forms of Wor- 
‘¢ fhip, were not highly deferving of Punifhment ? 
‘© And whether it did not become the Juftice 
‘s and Wifdom of ‘the Governor of the World, 
‘ to put fome Stop to them, by eftablifhing a Con- 
‘* ftitution, wherein the Knowledge and Worfhip of 
¢ theTrue God fhould be preferved, in Oppofition 
*© to Idolatry, which was a perpetual Source of 
*¢ the moft flagrant Immoralities. - oa 

If then a Punifhment for fiich heinous Crimes 
will be juft and wife in itfelf; what can make it un- 
juft or unwife in the fupreme Governor of the 
World ¢ How can it be unjuft in him, to appoint 
whom he fhall think fit, to execute his righteous 
Judgments? The common Rites of the Nation, 
and any perfonal Claim of the Hebrews, are alto- 
gether out of this Queftion :* The Hiftory plainly 
fhews, they made no perfonal or national Claim at 
all to the Land of: Canaan; but that God caft out 
the People before them, for all their Abominations ; 
that it was not their own Power, but the Hand of 
God, which brought them out of the Land of £- 
gypt, and into the promifed Land.—Afk the facred 
Hiftory and it will tell you, the Hebrews fet up no 
Title to the aforefaid Land, either Civil or Religi- 
ous, in their own Right; it only makes the Rights 
of the Severeign of the World as extenfive, as thofe 
of the chief Magiftrate in every Government ‘are al- 
lowed, by the Laws of Nature and Nations, to be’ . 
over their own Subjects. The Scriptures, on this’ 
Queftion, only affert, that God gave a Commiffion 
to execute his Sentence, which was either a Forfeiture 
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of Lands, or Life, fora long Commiffion of Crimes, 
that defervedly incurred a Forteiture of both. 

We have now, feen the Subftance of! what Mr. 
Lowman has offered in his farft Chapter, for ex- 
plicating the chief Defign and principal Intention 
of theCivil Conftitution of the Hebrews. It was 
hardly poffible for me to avoid fome Tautologies, 
when I was abftra€ting from a Writer who abounds 
with them. I have been as concife as I well could ; 
and I with our Author had made his Work more 
agreeable than it is, by forbearing thofe frequent 
Repetitions, which are one of the greateft Difgufts 
to cies of any Delicacy; and by beftowing on 
his Diction a finer Polifh than it has received.’ But 
we muft acknowledge the many good Things Mr. 
Lowman has faid, tho’ we cannot altogether approve 
his Manner of faying them. 

In the fecond Chapter we enter on his Plan of 
the Hebrew Government, which takes up the Re- 
mainder of his Differtation. I will endeavour to 
epitomife what he has given us upon the Sub- 
eck, 

Crap. II, The Wikiom of this Inftitution is -prin- 

cipally to be feen in two Provifions: The firft, for 
the Prefervation, of the Peace, Profperity, and 
Power of the Hebrews, asa diftinét Nation, from 
all Invafion of Foreigners, and from all Ambition 
of great Men, or popular Sedition among them- 
delves to deftroy either. The other wasto preferve 
the true Religion, and keep out Idolatry. 
_ The wife Provifion made for both thefe Ends, will 
be perceived by confidering the true Form of this 
Government, as God appointed it by Mo/es. This 
alone is the true Plan of it; which muft be carefully 
diftinguifhed from all Corruptions of it,’ whether 
under the Fudzes, the Kings, or the Maccabees. 

Property is the natural Foundation of . Power, 
and fo.of Authority; hence the natural Foundation 

of 
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of every Government is laid in the Diftribution. of 
the Territory. belanging to it. . If the Prince is Pro- 
prietor of the Lands, -he will be abfolure,: <\f; the 
Property is divided among afew, the reft holding 
tinder them,:as Vaffals, the Power and Authority 
will be in‘the Hands of thofe few, as a, Nobility; 
whatever Authority may be lodged in the'Hands.ot 
one or more Perfons, for the Sake of Unity in Coun- 
fel and Action. But if the Property be generally 
divided among all the Members of the Soctety, the 
Power and Authority of fuch Government will na- 
turally be in all the Members of that Society; what- 
ever Form of Union they may have, for:the better 
Direétion of the whole as a political Body. 

Cuap. IJ. The Territory of the Hebrew Go- 
vernment lay, as it were, between.the great Empires 
of Egypt, Affyria, and Babylon ; though more im- 
mediately bounded by fome fmaller Nations in Syri# 
and Arabia. Mr. Lowman obferves, the Extent of 
thisCountry, and its Contents in Acres have been very 
differently affigned. His giving a general:Account 
of it he thinks neceflary, to obviate an Error:which 
has mifled fome accurate Writers into a Miftake of 
ereat Confequence: For fome have fuppofed,. .in- 
duced thereto by falfe Computations whichorhey 
have depended on, that the Land of 'Promife, 
could ‘never maintain fo great ‘a’ Number of Inhabi- 
tants as the’ Scripture reckons,» RT beirtcen 

The general Bounds of this’ Territory ate fixed:to 
be, from Mount Lebanon on the North, to the Moun- 
tains of Seiy and Sin, ‘or: Part of ‘Arabia Petrea, 
on the South; and ‘from the Mediterranean.Sea 
Weftward, to the Mountains of Abarim, ‘andothé 
Defart of Aradia, on the Kalt——This Country is 
fituate from about 31 to 34 Degrees North! Latitade. 
And this Account ig confirnied by known meafured 
Diftances of Places. The meafured Diftance from 
Dan to Beer-fveba, both which were within their re- 

{pective 
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{pective Bounds, North and South, is one Hundred 
and: Sixty Miles; to this if you add the Diftance 
fram ‘Daz to Mount Lebanon, and from Beer-/heba 
to Mount Seir and Arabia Petrea, the Length of 
the: Promifed:Land, North and South, may well 
be reckoned at two Hundred Miles. As to the 
Breadth, Eaft and Weft, tho’ it was unequal in feve- 
ral: Places, yet taking the Diftance from Foppa to 
Arabia, which was a mean Diftance between the 
fhorteft and the longeft, we may compute the 
Breadth of the whole, one Hundred and fifty Miles, 
And ‘then the Mountains were included within the 
Bounds, as wellas fome Spaces beyond them, efpe- 
cially to the Eaft and South; infomuch that fome- 
times Mofes makes Euphrates the Kaflern Boundary 
of ‘the. Promifed Land: * However, it is plain, the 
Hebrews had the Privilege of Common in the De- 
fart of Arabia, and fent their Cattle to feed there ; 
which, tho’ barren in general, had many fruitful 
Spots interfperfed. 

There have been three Computations of the He- 
brew Territory ; the largeft at two Hundred Miles 
by one Hundred and fifty ; which is not unreafon- 
able,, including the Boundaries. The middle, which 
reckons. one’ Hundred and eighty Miles by one 
Hundred and thirty, is not too great ; adding the 
Ground from the Cities:'to the Boundaries, to the 
meafured Diftance between City and City. The 
leaft Computation, by the meafured Diftances from 
one City to another, is certainly too little, as it leaves 
out a very confiderable Part of the Territory ; and 
yet this Computation is one Hundred and fixty Miles 
by one Hundred and ten. 

The loweft of thefe Calculations will allow a Di- 
vifion of .fixteen Acres and an half to each of the 
600,000 Hebrews, for their perfonal Property ; 


* Deut, i. 7. 


and 
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and a Remainder of °1264000 Acres for the Levi#i- 
cal Cities, the Princes of Tribes, the Heads of Fa- 
rilies, or other publick Ufes ; which is above four 
Times as ‘much as the common Calculation from 
Hecateus afigns ; by which divers, otherwife judici- 
eus Writers, have been mifled. , 

The mean Computation will divide to 600,000 
Men, above Twenty-one Acres and an half in Pro- 
perty, witha Remainder of 1976000 Acres for the 
aforefaid publick Ufes; above five Times as much 
as the common Computation from Hecateus. 

The largeft Calculation will allow to each Man 
twenty-five Acres in Property, and will leave 
4000000 of Acres for publick Service; which is a- 
bove fix Times as much as Hecateus reckons. 

Thus we fee how little Ground there is for the 
Objection which has been raifed to the Scripture-‘Ac- 
count of the Multitude of the Z/raelites; or tothe Pof- 
fibility of their enjoying that Plenty and Happinefs 
which is there promifed them, in cafe of their O- 
bedience to the: divine Injunctions ; fince it is plain 
from the foregoing Calculations, that ** there wasa 
«© Provifion of Land for each Man in Property, 

‘ uponevery one of the foregoing Computations, fuf- 
‘cient for a plentiful Maintenance, with Induftry 
and Frugality, which the Conftitution itfelf made 
‘¢ fafhionable and honourable ; tho’ by it nonecould 
have fuch Eftates as to indulge themfelves or en- 
courage others in Idlenefs or Luxury: For a Pro- 
“¢ vifion of above fixteen, or twenty-one, or 
‘“¢ twenty-five Acres of Land, in Property to each 
«© Perfon, would enable them, with all the Advan- 
¢< tages of that Country and Climate,: to live as 
‘< well as Men can doin ours upon an Eftate of 
‘s Forty, Fifty, or Sixty Pounds a Year, 

To make this Foundation of the Hebrew Go- 
vernment lafting, God was pleafed to appoint, 
1, That the Territory fhould be equally divided :. 


So 


A 
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So that each of the 600,000 fhould have a full Pro. 
perty in an equal Part of it; and that every Man 
fhould hold his tftate, as a Freehold immediately 
from God himfelf, as of his Crown, without any 
other Tenure or Vaffalage whatfoever; and 2d/y, 
That thefe Eftates thus originally fettled, fhould ne- 
ver afterwards be alienated from the Family ; but 
were to defcend in an indefefable Entail, in perpetual 
Succeffion. 

Cuap. IV. Inthe fourth Chapter of this Treatife, 
Mr. Lowman enlarges upon the Diftribution of the 
Land of Canaan; and endeavours to give usan Idea 
of the Manner in which that was performed. He tells 
us, it was ordered to be made with great Exactnefs, 
under the Direction of the High-Prieft, the Judge, 
and one of the Princes. of each Tribe. * It was 
accordingly madeby Fo/bua; who, after Gad, Reu- 
ben; and the half Tribe of Mana/feb, had received 
the Lot of their Inheritance beyond Fordan, to the 
Eaftern Boundaries, caft Lots for the reft of the 
People in Shilob, before the Lord; and there di- 
vided the Land unto them, according to their Di- 
vifions.t 

This Divifion of the Land by Zof, was to the 
feveral Tribes, according to their Families ; fo that 
every Tribe, and every Family, received their Share 
by themfelves; diftinét from all the other Tribes. 
Thus each of the Tribes remained, by the Conftitu- 
tion, a diftinét Province ; in which all the Freehold- 
ers were not only J/raelites, but of the fame Tribe, 
or Defcendents of the fame Patriarch; of Reuben, 
or of Judah, &c. And the feveral Families were. 
placed together in the fame Neighbourhood; or 
each Tribe may be faid to live together in one and 


_ ™ Numb. xxxiv. 16, 17,18. Ibid, xxiii, 54. 
7 + Fye. xviii. 10. 
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the fame County, and each Family in one-and the 
fame Hundred: So that every Neighbourhood 
were Relations to each other. Nor was ic permitted 
for an Eftate in one Tribe to become the Property of 
any Perfon belonging to another Tribe, not even 
by the Marriage of an Heirefs. | 

Harrington, in his Commonwealth of Ufrael, has 
defcribed the Manner in which the Divifion of | the 
promifed Land was made, as circumftantially, as 
if he had been prefent at that grand Tranfaction. 
Mr. Lowman has quoted his Defcription: But my 
Bufinefs here is not with his Citations; but to give 
my Readers a Notion of what is properly his in 
this Volume. To proceed therefore: 

For preferving, as near as poffible, a Ballance, not 
only hetween the Tribes, but between the Heads of 
Families, and the Families of the fame Tribes, it 
was further enacted, as abovefaid, that every 
Man’s Poffeffion fhould be unalienable. 

The Wifdom of this Conftitution had provided 
for a Releafe of all Debts and Servitudes every 
feventh Year,* to prevent.a Lofs to the Nation of 
fo many Subjects, as might otherwife be in Slavery. 
It was moreover provided, by the Law of Fadilee, 
which was every fiftieth Year, that then all Lands 
fhould be reftored, and the Eftate of every Family, 
being difcharged from all Incumbrances, fhould re- 
turn to the Family again: So that how often foever 
a Man’s Eftate had been fold or alienated from one 
Jubilee to another, or how many Hands foéver it 
had paft thorough, yet in fifty Years ic muft recurn 
iv the Heirs of the Perfons who were firft poffefled 
of it. 

The equal Divifion of the Land was an excellent 
Jnftitution. It made a Provifion for maintaining a 
brave Militia of 600,000 Men, which might be a 


* Deut. xv. 1, 2. | 
fufficient 
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fufficient Defence, not only againft any Attempts 
of their lefs powerful .Neighbours; but, confider- 
ing the natural Security of their Country; into 
which no Inroads could be made but through very 
difficult Paffes, it was a Force fufficient to fecure 
them even againft the more powerful Empires of 
Egypt, Affyria, or Babylon. 

The Prudence of this Allotment is yet further ob: 
fervable, asit prevented. all Subverfion of the public 
Liberty. For no Perfons, in what Station foever, 
throughout the whole Nation, had fuch Pofleffions; 
or were allowed by the Conftitution to procure 
them, as could afford them an Opportunity of ac- 
quiring an exorbitant Power over their Brethren, 

The Hebrews held their Eftates by a military 
Tenure: All were obliged to appear in. the Field, 
when the publick Service required it. In certain 
Cafes there were Difpenfations ; but thefe could be 
granted, at moft, only for a Year.* 

_ The Difcipline of the Fewi/> Militia was fo or- 
dered, that, excepting extraordinary Occafions, 
each Perfon was obliged to actual Duty but one 
Month in two Years. ‘I'wenty four Thoufand was 
the Number always in Arms, and changed Monthly, 
during a Time of Peace ; and, unlefs the State 
were at War, that Body which was under Arms this 
Month, was not mufter’d again ’uill two Years after. 

This Rotation of the Militia was, at the fame 
Time, a Rotation of the Reprefentative of the Na- 
tion, as well asa ftanding Guard ; and it is proba- 
ble was appointed to be fo by Mo/es. David aGually 
ufed this Affembly in the higheft Affairs of State. 
When called together by that Monarch, it is ftiled 
the Congregation, T the known Word to fignify 
an Affembly of the whole Nation, or of its Repre- 


Deut. xx. 5, &e. ITbid. xxiv. 5. Ibid. xx. 8. 
+ 1 Chron, XX1xX. Ye 


fentatives ; 
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fentatives; .and it\was in this Congregation that they 
made Solomon, the Son of David, King the fecond 
Time; or confirmed by a Parliamentary. Sanétion, 
what before. was done by David’s Nomination); in 
the Prefence .only, of a few of his Officers.:.. The 
fame Affembly, at the fame,'Time they appointed 
Solomon to be.King, appointed Zadok to be Prieft; 
So that this Aflembly exercifed, as by. ParJiamentary 
Authority, or as the Reprefentatives, of thei People, 
two of the higheft Acts of Government, the Settle- 
ment of the Crown, and of: the High-Priefthood, 

~ Cuap..V,..; The. particular, Government; of the 
feveral Tribes is now to be defcribed. .<The Au- 
thors from whom, Mr. Lowman has..compiled this 
Chapter are, belides the. Scripture, Bifhop Sherlock, 
Sigonius, Bilhop. Patrick, Fofephus, Selden, 'Calmet, 
and Harrington... The Sum. of what he has colleéted 
from, thefe,,.9r confirmed by. their Authority, ° is 
this; ; Popes 
Each Tribe was under its own proper and. diftinét 
Government ; each had_ its Sceptre, or Staff. of 
Command; and its Law-giver, or Adminiftration 
of Juftice, according to Law, in its own Hands: 
So that each Tribe judged. its own People. 

It is very plain, from the Hebrew Hiftory, that 
the Provincial Government of the Tribes of J/rae/ 
was not Monarchical: It rather feems to have been 
a kind of mixed Government, partly Ariftacrati- 
cal, and partly Popular. , 

We have:often Mention of Perfons of Authority 
in the Tribes,* - It was given as a ftanding Contti- 
tution of the Hebrew State, that there fhould be 
Judges and Officers in all their Gates, throughout 
the Tribes, who fhould judge the People with juft 
Judgment. + 

To begin: with the Government of Cities, 


* Numb.i, 16. Jbid. vii. 2. t+ Deut, xvi. 18. 
: There 
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There ‘was a Court’ of Juftice in each City, con- 
fifting, as the Rabbinical’ Writers generally fay, of 
three Judgés in the leffer Towns, and twenty-three 
im the greater Cities; but the particular Number of 
Judges.is‘no where fettléd in Scripture: It is likely 
enough this Point was left to Difcretion, tho’ the 
Courts they prefided in‘ were appointed exprefly. 

By this Provifion, Care was taken for a regular 
Adminiftration of Fuftice near ‘at Hand; to the 
great Convenience of every Pérfon, who was nei- 
ther to go far to feek it, or to wait long for'it, or 
to be at any great ‘Expence in obtaining’ it. | 

In all ordinary Cafes; the Determination of thefé 
Courts was final: In extraordinary’ones, of great 
Moment and Difficulty, or where’ the’ Court: was 
doubtful and divided in Opinion, an-Appeal was_to 
the National Council, or Sanbedrim ;\‘and by this 
Affembly were all Queftions of Controverfy, which 
might arife on any Occafion between the Tribes 
themfelves, to be decided. , bie 

To refufe Submiffion to the Decrees of the Saz- 
hedrim, was a Capital @ffence, to be punifhed with 
Death: |} And it was fit it fhould be fo; —. 
{uch Difobedience tended to diffolve ‘that Union o 
the Tribes, by which ‘they were one National Go- 
vernment ; made it impoffible to reconcile any Dif- 
ferences that might arife among them, or to ufe the 
joint Counfels or the: joint Forces of the Nation for 
the common Benefit of the whole. 

But befide the Judges above-mentioned, there 
are Intimations in Scripture of a Court of Elders, 
or Aldermen, in each City, diftinét from the Com- 
monalty or Courts of the People. We read of thefe 
in divers Places.* 7 


|| Deut, xxvii. 11, 12. * Fudees xi. §,6,11. bid. 
vill. 34. Ruthiv. 4,9. Deut. xix. 12. Ibid. xxi, 1, Se. 
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What the Number of thefe Elders was, and what 
in particular were the Duties of their Office, are 
Queftions, Mr. Lowman fays, not eafily to be re- 
folved. But it is pretty plain, that the principal 
Affairs of the Publick paffed through their Hands, 
were directed by their Counfel and Authority, and 
that they had all ‘the ufual Powers of a Senate, 

In the Hebrew Conftitution there was manifeftly a 
Conjunétion of the Civil Authority and Military 
Command ; both were united in the Judges, their 
Kings, and in all their chief Magiftrates. Ic feems 
then very probable, chat the Heads, the Captains of 
Thoufands, Hiundreds, Fifties, and Tens, fhould 
be vefted with Civil as well as Martial Power; and 
that the Officers of lower Command, fhould be the 
Elders and Senate of their Cities; and that the 
Officers of higher and more general Command, 
fhould be the Princes, Elders and Senate of the 
Tribe or Province. 

This View of the Hebrew Government in their 
feveral Tribes, our Author notes, may alfo give us 
a very probable Account of the Office and Autho- 
rity of Heads of Families, and Princes of Tribes, 
in whom the chief Direétion of the feveral Tribes, 
as diftinét Provinces, was lodged. 

That Families fhould have their refpective Heads, 
was very agreeable to the Cuftoms of thofe early 
Times of the World. The Dukes of Edom were 
fo many Heads of Families defcended from Efau ; 
and the prefent Manner of the radians, who dif- 
tinguifh the Chiefs of their Families with Dignity 
and Authority, further confirms it. Mr. Lowman 
might have found fomething like this nearer Home, 
in the Irifo Septs and the Scotch Clans. He illuf- 
trates this Matter by a Scripture Inftance; theTribe 
of Fudab. 

Fudah was one of the Sons of Facob, and his 
Pofterity made one of the Tribes of Z/rae/ 5 of this 

Zz, Tribe 
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Tribe, Nab/bon, the Sonof Aminadab, was Prince. 
This Tribe was divided into feveral Families, not 
fingle Houfholds ; but as Families are ufed in He- 
raldry, for a Lineage or Kindred, defcended from 
a common Anceftor, including many particular 
Houfholds. So that the Sons of Fadab became the 
Fathers of fo many Families, who were diftinguifh’d 
by their Names; fee Numbers XXV1. 20, CFc. It 
appears thefe Families, and the Houfholds in each, 
as well as the Perfons in each Houfhold, were kept 
diftin& ; as appears by the Procefs for the Convic- 
tion of Achan;, Fofbua vi. 16, Ee. 

If we reckon the Tribes to be twelve, exclufive 
of the Tribe of Levi, which was not to be fettled 
as a Tribe, there will be twelve Princes of Tribes, 
and fifty-eight Heads of Families in the twelve 
Tribes: * In Reuben four, Simeon five, Gad feven, 
Fudab five, Ifachar four, Zabulon three, Manaffeh 
eight, Ephraim four, Benjamin eight, Dan one, 
Afber five, and in Napthali four. Thefe fifty-eight 
Heads of Families, with the twelve Princes, make 
the Number of Seventy, juft equal to the Number 
of Elders chofen into the Senate of J/rael, When 
the Lord faid unto Motes, gather unto me Seventy 
Men of the Elders of Urael:t Which Mofes thus 
reports unto the People, Take ye wife Men, and 
anderftanding, and known among your Tribes, and 
L will make them Rulers over you. || 

Thefe Princes of Tribes, and Heads of Families, 
are fuppofed to be the Heirs-Male of the Patriarch 
of the Tribe, as of Fudah, and of the firft Progenitors 
of the feveral Families. But it is not certain, from 
the Hebrew Hiftory, whether the Prince of the 
Tribe was Hereditary or Elective. It is likelieft, 
that the Firft-born were generally, if not conftant- 
Jy, preferred, when Minority, or fome other Inca- 


© Now. xxvi. + Ibid. xi, 16. | Deut. i. 23. 
pacit y 
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pacity, did not require the Choice of fome othet 
Perfon. 

Thefe Princes of Tribes, and Heads of Families, 
had fome Refemblance to our Lord-Lieutenants of 
Counties, and their Deputy-Lieutenants ; or as Ge« 
nerals and Lieutenant- Generals; being conftane 
General Officers when the Tribe was to march, as 
Part of the Army of J/rae/, and in the Tribe they 
were the principal Magiftrates to fummon the Peo- 
ple to aflemble when there was Occafion for it, or 
when any Affairs relating to the whole Tribe were 
to be propofed or tranfacted, or when any Thing 
was to be communicated to it from the General 
States of the United “Fribes, which: required the 
Coricurtence of that Province. Fhe Officers in 
each City may, in like Manner, be confidered as 
the local Officers of the Militia in the feveral Hun- 
dreds and Divifions of the County or Province, 
who, upon all Occafions, were to train and exer- 
cife the Inhabitants for Martial Service. 

This Conftitution of the particular Tribes, our 
Author fays, appears as plain and evident as can be 
expected in fo fhort a Hiftory as we have of the 
Hebrew Nation ; efpecially as the original Confti- 
tution was fo foon altered, and the Affairs of Go- 
vernment were fo confufed in the Anarchy foon 
after the Death of Fo/buz. 

Cuap. VI. Befides the twelve Tribes, that were 
regulated in the Manner that has been fpoken of, 
there wus another, which had a very different Con- 
flicution from all the reft, viz. that of Levi. This 
Tribe was to have no Share in the Land on the 
Divifion of it, nor any Property in it. The Sons 
of Levi were not to live together, or to have the 
Families of their Tribe united, in a diftinét Go- 
vernment of their own; but were to be difperfed 
through all the Tribes of J/rae/, to have their Sub- 
filtence from them, and to be fubjeé&t to the Go- 
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vernment of that Tribe in which they had their 
Habitation, But as they held no Lands, they could 
be fubject to no Military Tenure on Account of 
them ; and fo were, by the veryContftitution, incapable 
of any Military Office or Preferment. Thefe there- 
fore were to be provided for fome other Way; and 
this was appointed to be by an annnal Tithe, pay- 
able to this Tribe by all the other Tribes, that they 
might attend the publick Service of the Tabernacle, 
and as the Reward of their Service. 

The Reafons for this peculiar Conftitution are 
thus affigned by our Author : 

The Levites were defigned for the Service of the 
Tabernacle of the Congregation, or to attend the 
whole Service of Sehovab, as Gop and Kinc of 
the Hebrew Nation, wherever he was, whether he 
marched with their Armies, or whether the Taber- 
nacle refted in any particular Place. They were 
moreover to inftruct the whole People in the Law 
of God. 

When this double Service was appointed to the 
Levites, it was appointed to them as a Service which 
the whole Hebrew Nation was fomeWay or other to 
have attended, if the Sons of Zevi had not been fub- 
{tituted in their Room : So that by this Defignation 
the reft of the Tribes were eafed from all the Ex- 
pence and Lofs of Time, which muft have fol- 
lowed on their attending, if there had been no pub- 
lick Provifion for it. Therefore the Levites are 
faid to be given for ail the Firft-boru of the Children 
of Ifrael.* And it follows, I bave given the Le- 
vites as @ Gift to Aaron, and to his Sons, from 
among the Children of Mrael, to do the Service of 
the Children of Urael, (or to ferve me for the Chil- 
dern of J/rael, according to the Vulgate Latin) in 
the Tabernacle of the Congregation.t And our Au- 


* Numb. viil. 18. + Ibid. viii. 19. 
thor 
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thor thinks the Direétion at the Confecration of the 
Levites to their Office refers to this Reafon of their 
Appointment. * . 

It is plain now, thefe Funéctions of the Levites 
made it highly improper they fhould be fettled in 
the fame Manner that the other Tribes were, or that 
they fhould be obliged to attend the Cultivation of 
their feveral Farms, or be enlifted into a regular 
Militia, and trained to Arms under the Heads of 
their Families and Princes of their Tribe, as the 
other Tribes were. It was, on the contrary, highly 
proper they fhould be fettled in every Tribe, that 
each Tribe might equally have the Benefit of their 
Inftruction, and Advantage of their Learning in 
the Laws of Febovah, for the better Adminiftration 
of Juftice ; as thefe Laws were the Statutes of their 
Civil Conftitution, as well as of their Religion and 
Worfhip. 

But then, it was furely as fit, that this Tribe of 
Levi fhould have, in Return,a reafonable Confide- 
ration, for Services whereby they gave up many 
National Advantages to the other Tribes from them- 
felves: For they gave up to the other Tribes their 
whole Share of the Land, as one of the Tribes of 
Tfrael, and they gave up themfelves to the National 
Service of the Tabernacle, and to the publick Teach- 
ing of the Law; difcharging all the other Tribes 
from any Burthen of thofe Services, and giving 
them full Leifure to attend, without Avocation, their 
own private Affairs, except when the Danger of 
their Country fummoned them to Arms in the De- 
fence of it, | | 

A\\ this juftly deferved an Equivalent: Nor was 
this given them, as fome have weakly conceited, as 
Minifters of the God, or Servants of the King ot 


on but purely on the Confiderations atore-fpe- 
ciied, | 


¥ Numb. Vill. 10, I L . 
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The Provifion which the Law made for the Le- 
vites, was a yearly Tithe. of the Produce of the 
Lands, payable by the twelve T'ribes ; and this was 
properly the ,only Provifion made for them as a 
Tribe: For tho’ there were fome other Payments 
by the People, as the Firft-fruits, the Redemption 
of the Firft-born, the Half-fhekel Poll-tax, and the 
like; yet thefe were not to be dividead among the 
Levites, asa Tribe; they were all appropriated to 
other Ufes, fuch as defraying the conftant Expences 
of the Tabernacle, of the daily and extraordinary 
Sacrifices, and other Parts of the publick Worhhip 
of the Church ; or for Tables maintained in Honour 
of the Court and Refidence of God, as the Supreme 
Civil Magiftrate. 

This Diftin@tion, our Author fays, between the 
Tithes and other pudblick Revenues of Church and 
State, has not been attended to as it ought; which 
has introduced much Obfcurity and Confufion into 
this Part of the Hebvew Conftitution, and has occa- 


fioned fevere Reflections thereupon, as if it had . 


made a moft exorbitant Provifion of Riches for the 
Levitical Tribe, to an heavy Oppreffion of all the 
others: Whereas, in Truth, every thing but the 
Tithes was a kind of Church-Rate, in which the 
Levites had no Share, otherwife than, it may be, the 
Convenience of a Table, during the Time of their 
Courfe of waiting on the Service of the Taber- 
nacle, wherever the Prefence was, after they had 
been at the Trouble and Expence of going up from 
their own Habitations in different Parts of the 
Country, and were to be at the fame Trouble and 
Iexpence in returning to them again, as foon as the 
Time of their Waiting was over. 

As a right Underftanding of this Particular may 
give an ufeful Light to many Things, of confider- 
able Confequence, our Author has entred into a very 


diftinct Confideration of it, and has endeavoured 
| a 
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to affign the Nature, Value, and Ufes of the Re- 
venues above-named. 

There is one Branch of this Revenue, arifing from 
the Half-fhekel Poll-tax, that requires a ftrict Ex- 
amination, for other Reafons, Mr. Lowman fays, 
befides that moft extraordinary Account of it which 
the Moral Philsfopber has given; who reprefents it 
as an exceffive Revenue for the Priefts, and as an 
enormous Oppreffion of the Hebrew Nation, thro’ 
the Knavery of Aves. The Law itfelf, by which 
this Tax was enacted, is in Exodus xxx. from the 
11th to the 16th Verfe, both inclufive : By which 
Law it is plain, that whatever Sum might arife 
from this Tax, it was no Part of the Portion of the 
Priefts and Levites ; but wholly appropriated to the 
Service of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, to- 
wards the Building or Ornaments of it. 

And it is farther obfervable, that the Law makes 
the Payment of this Half-fhekel only an Occafional 
Jax for that Time and Incident, on ereéting the 
Tabernacle; without the Jeaft Intimation that it 
was to Continue an annual Charge on the People : 
To which we may add, neither is there any In- 
{tance or Precedent in the whole Hebrew Hiftory 
of any fuch Payment having been annually made, 
by Virtue of the M4o/aic Injunction above-mentioned. 

In Time, indeed, the Payment of an Half-fhekel 
became an annual Poll-tax; and there is a diftinét 
Section in the Talmudical Conttitutions, precifely 
directing how it is to be paid: But by thefe Con- 
ftitutions the Priefts and Levites were no lefs 
obliged thereto than others; for none are excepted, 
but Women, Servants, and Children, They like- 
wife make the Ules of this Money altogether pué- 
lick, and allow not any the leaft Part of it for the 
Priefts or Levites. 

Thus we fee how grofly the Adora] Phi/opber has 
mifreprefented the Application of this Tax; affign- 
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ing it to the Levites as their Portion, when, on the 
contrary, they themfelves were fubje¢t thereunto, and 
had no more Share in it than other Men. 

Mr. Lowman undertakes to fhew that this Writer 
has blundered alfo moft egregioufly with Refpect to 
the Amount of it. He prepofteroufly reckons that 
at the Rate of half a Shekel, payable three Times 
every Year; he ftates the Value of a Shekel at ten 
Shillings; and he fuppofes the Tax paid by fixteen 
Hundred Thoufand Perfons, according to the Poll 
in the Days of 0a; and fo concludes the produce 
of it equal to two Millions and four Hundred 
Thoufand Shekels, or to one Million and. two 
Hundred Thoufand Pounds Sterling per. Annum. — 

But, in the firft Place, Mr. Lowman fays, this 
Philofopher cannot on any Foundation affert, that any 
Sum was ever paid, according to Foab’s Poll, of one 
Million and fix Hundred Thoufand Perfons; or 
that there was any fuch Tax in Being for fome 


Hundred Years either before or after the Days of 


Foab; nor is there the Jeaft Shadow of Reafon for 
fancying this Tax was to be paid three Times every 
Year. ee 

Setting afide, therefore, this Gentleman's chi- 
merical Calculations, our Author thus attempts to 
inveftigate the Produce of the Tax in Queftion. 
We have a real Poll, and the Sum it brought in, 
to a Shekel, in the Mofaic Hiftory ® The Poll was 
taken on fix Hundred three Thoufand five Hundred 
and fifty Men; and the Sum produced, at half a 
Shekel a head, was one Hundred Talents, one 
Thoufand feven Hundred threefcore and fifteen 
Shekels. This, Mr. Lowman fays, is fo exaé, that 
when we know the value of a Shekel and Talent, 
we know to a Shilling the Sum in E~g/ifé Money. 


* Exod. xxxvili. 2¢. 26 
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Whatever difference there may be, as to the ex- 
act value of a Shekel, and fo of a Talent, no one, 
b:fore Dr. Morgan, was ever fo extravagant as to 
seckon it at ten Shillings: A very ufual Eftimation 
of it is, ata little more than two Shillings and three 
pence of our Money: According to which, the Sum 
abovefaid will be nearly thirty four Thoufand four 
Hundred and eleven Pounds, 

But if we take the Valuation of the Shekel from 
the very accurate Accounts of Bifhop Hooper, and 
the Agreement between the Hebrew, the Phenician, 
and the Jttick Weight of Solon, taken from the Fy- 
rian, the Shekel will be the fame Weight with the 
itandard Tetradrachm of Athens, 

The Bifhop has noted feveral Valuations of the 
Drachma, one at the weight of 68,4 Grains, 
which he fuppofes to hold from Solon to Alexander , 
another at 65,5 Grains, from thence to the Sub- 
jection of Greece by the Romans; and another of 
62,57 Grains, equal to the Denarii under the firft 
Roman Emperors. Let us compute this Hundred 
‘Talents and one Thoufand feven Hundred threefcore 
and fifteen Shekels at the higheft rate of 68,4 
Grains to the Drachma, which will make the Te- 
tradrachm or Shekel fomewhat more than one _ half 
Ounce Troy; then the Sum will be near forty four 
Lama four Hundred and thirty fix Pound Ster- 

ing. 

What Sort of moral Computation, fays Mr. 
Lowman, muft the Moral Philofopber have ufed, 
to {well hisAccount to one Million and two Hundred 
Thoufand Pounds? for he feems to underftand 
common Numbers well enough to have feen the 
Truth. | e 

But this Writer would have it; that the Value of 
a Shekel is not to be taken from its Weight in Silver, 
which yet fure is the intrinfic Value of all Coins ; 
but from the Proportion of Money to other Things. 

He 
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He produces an Inftance to fhew, that a Shekel 
ought to be computed at ten or twelve Shillings, for 
the Law direéts a Man’s Eftimation at fifty Shekels.* 
But from this very Inftance we may evince theFalfity 
of his Value of a Shekel. The Law there fets the 
Eftimation of a Vow. Thefe fettled Eftimations in 
the Law feem to be defigned as a Modus, not only 
to prevent all Difputes, but to fix the Valuation at 
an eafy Rate. Thus the Redemption of the Firft- 
born is fixed’ at five Shekels, and the Firftling of an 
Afs at a Lamb or Kid: Which, confidering the 
Ufe and Value of A files to ride upon and for Beafts of 
Burthen, they having thenno Horfes, was a very 
moderate Eftimation. And as Vows were voluntary 
Aéts, a low Valuation, to encourage them, feems 
much more likely to be defign’d in the Law, than 
fettling a very high Valuation, which would probably 
difcourage them, if not altogether prevent the ma- 
king of any. 

Now if thefe fifty Shekels are to be computed at 
ten Shillings each, the Redemption Money will 
come to twenty five Pounds, a full Price for a Ser- 
vant, an exceflive Price for the Redemption of a 
Vow; whereas fifty Shekels, according to Bifhop 
Hooper’s Valuation, will make the Redemption 
about feven Pound feven Shillings, which may be 
judged a fufficient Price fora Thing of that Nature : 
So that Dr. Morgan’s Calculation of this fuppofed 
annual Tax, at one Million and two Hundred 
Thoufand Pounds a Year, is an Over-reckoning of 
oneMillion one Hundred and fifty Thoufand Pounds 
per Annum. 

And if, after all, this Tax was not annual, which 
Mr. Lowman is fully perfuaded is the Truth of the 
Cafe, and that it was not paid above once or twice, 


* Levit. xxvii. 2. 
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occafionally, from the Erection of the Tabernacle 
to the Deftruction of the frft Temple, that is, for 
above nine Hundred Years; the Dr. will have over- 
charg’d the Payments of. the Hebrews above'a 
Thoufand Millions of Pounds Sterling ; more than 
all the Land in England is worth at fifty Years Pur- 
chafe. . 

But now Jet us turn the Tables, and fee what the 
proper Provifion for the Tribe of Levi was. And this, 
Mr. Lowman tells us, confifted in two Articles: 
In forty eight Cities, with fome Space of Territory 
about each, for their Habitation ; and in rhe Tithe 
of all the Produce of Fruit and Cattle throughout 
the Country * 

When this Law was put in Execution, we find 
the Levitica/ Cities were thus allotted: Out of the 
Tribes of fudab, Simeon, and Benjamin, 13.Epbraim, 
Dan, half Tribe of Manafeth, 10. Other half 
Tribe of Manafeth, Ifachar, Afher, and Naphtak, 
13. Zebulon Reuben and Gad, 12. 

Each of thefe Cities, containing four thoufand 
Cubits fquare for their Suburbs or Territory, had 


about eight Hundred and ten Acres affign’d to each 


of them according to the leffer Cubit; and about 
eleven Hundred and one according to the Meafure of 
the greater Cubit ; the Sum of which, for the forty 
eight Cities, will amount to about fifty two Thoufand 
eight Hundred and forty eight Acres. | 

This is a Circumftance of Importance, as it fhews 


what a {mall Proportion thefe Cities of the Levites 


bore to the reft of the promifed Land; and it opens 
another great miftake of the Writer we are here 
difputing with, who remarks, that the Lands of 
the. Levites would feem to amount to a feventh part 
of the whole Country, though he is pleafed tg let 


* Numbers xxxv. 2, 5, 7; 8. 
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them pafs for a tenth. Whereas, onthe contrary, 
Mr. Lowman fhews, that, according to the loweft 
foregoing Computation of the Number of Acres con- 
tained in the Holy Land, the Lands of the Levi- 
tical Cities are fo far from the Proportion of one 
feventh or one tenth, that they have not near the 
full Proportion of one in two Hundred: And 
thag even fuppofing the J/raelites to poffefs no more 
than half the Land, yet the Levitical Lands will 
not amount to one in a Hundred. 

This, Mr. Lowman fays, is a true Computation 
of the Proportion of the Levitical Cities to the 
whole Land of J/rael, if the four thoufand Cubits 
include the Areas of the Cities, which are directed to 
be builtin theMidft ; and that it was fo, is the Opinion 
of many learned Men. But not to depend on thefe, 
our Author Jays before us the Mo/aic Conftitution 
itfelf, relating to this Matter, in the 35th of Numbers. 
It is faid at the fourth Verfe, and the Suburbs of the 
Cities which ye fball give to the Levites, /hall reach 
from the Wall of the City, and outward, a Thoufand 
Cubits round about. Now, in meafuring from the 
Wall of the City outward, the Law appoints one 
Thoufand Cubits only, not two Thoufand. The 
Verfe indeed directs, you fhall meafure from with- 
out the Cities on the Eaft fide two thoufand Cubits, 
and fo each Way. At firft View, Mr. Lowmax 
fays, itis plain, that thefe two Directions cannot be 
meant of the fame Meafure, from and to the very 
fame place, or from the Walls of the City to the 
End of the Ground without the Walls; it muft be 
meant of different Meafures, and therefore of dif- 
ferent Places. In the firft Cafe, meafure from the 
Walls outward to the End of the Suburbs, and 
will be a thoufand Cubits: In the other Cafe, meafure 
from without the City, or from the end of the 


t Moral Philofopher Vol. UI. 137. 
Suburbs 
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Suburb inward, and fo into the City, and to the 
Centre of the whole ground, and it will be two 
thoufand Cubits each Way. 

This, Mr. Lowman fays, gives a juft and eafy 
Senfe to thefe Direétions of the Law, and the Dif- 
ference is no more than meafuring outward from the 
Walls, in one Cafe, and from the Parts without the 
City into the City itfelf, in the other Cafe: Sothat one 
Meafure gives the Contents of the Suburbs alone, the 
other the Contents of the Suburbs and Cities together. 

Yet as it is thought by fome, that the Areas of 
the Cities are not included inthe four thoufand Cubits 
{quare, let an Addition be made for the Areas of the 
Cities: What fhall it be; a Thoufand, fifteen Hun- 
dred, or two thoufand Cubits fquare? Be i¢ two 
Thoufand ; then'the Whole being a Square of fix 
thoufand Cubits, or thirty fix Thoufand fquare 
Cubits, will be fomewhat more thanas much again 
as the former Computation, or as thirty fix to fixteen: 
Let then, if you will, an Allowance be made to the 
Levitical Cities of an Hundred and ten Thoufand 
Acres, inftead of near fifty three Thoufand in the 
former Calculation, this will not amount toa tenth of 
theRemainder of one Million twoHundred Thoufand 
Acres, after the Divifion of ten Millions, and is 
not one in a Hundred to eleven Millions two 
Hundred and fixty four Thoufand; the very loweft 
Contents of the whole Land. 

TheTenth however, it may be faid, was a very un- 
equal Portion for the Levites. The Moral Philofopber, 
by a Computation as curious and exaét as his for- 
mer Calculations have appeared to be, makes this 
amount to feven Tenths; + a moft burthenfome 

+ And'this abftracting from theLevitica/Cities and the half She- 
kel Poll-Tax, which he reckons atthreeTenths more, (in order to 
fhew the Revenue of the Priefthood amounted to the full annual 


Rent of the whole Land) and which have been above reduced 
rom his exorbitant Account, to a more juit and moderate Value. 


Tax 
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Tax indeed, being fourteen Shillings in the Pound : 
But our Author, upon a careful Examination, has 
found a Way of leffening it fo confiderably, that 
there feems to have come no more to thefe Levites, 
above the Value of the Lands which would have 
belonged to them of Right, if they had been pro- 
vided for in the DiviGion of them as a thirteenth 
Tribe, than, at the very moft, three Pounds feven 
Shillings per Cent. And this, he thinks, will not 
be deemed any unreafonable Stipend, for the Ser- 
vices they were obliged to perform. 

Before we leave this Part of the Hebrew Contti- 
tution, Mr. Lowman defires us to view it in one 
Light, which is not much heeded, tho’ it feems ob- 
vious enough ; and that is, the Care therein taken 
to prevent too much Power in the Levites. Their 
Rank as Minifters of Religion, as Men of the beft 
Underftanding in the Laws, of great Intereft in 
the Nation, and Influence in the Adminiftration of 
Juftice, might have rendred them too powerful, if 
they had retained, with thefe Advantages, a.confider- 
able Property in Land, and an united independent 
Government in themfelves, as one of the Tribes of 
Iiracl ; Whereas, the Conftitution they were under, 
deprived them of a]l Power to infringe the publick 
Peace or Liberty ; for not only all their Eftates, but 
their Perfons alfo, were given into the Hands of 
the other Tribes, as fo many Hoftages for their 
good Behaviour ; they were fo feparated from one 
another, that they could no way mutually affift each 
other in. any ambitious Defign ; they were fo dif- 
perfed among the other Tribes, that it was abfo- 
lutely in their Power, upon any National Quarrel, 
or even on a Sufpicion of any Confpiracy of thefe 
People,to put aStop to their whole Livelihood, and 
feize on all their Perfons at once. 

An Epitome of the Sequel of this Di flertation 
will be inferted next Month. 

ART I- 
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ARTICLE Xk. 


A Difcourfe onMiracres, confidered as Evi- 
dences to prove the Divine Original of a. 
Revelation. Wherein is fhewn, what Kind. 
and Degree of Evidence arifes from them, : 
and in which the various Reafonings on thofe 
Queftions that relate to the Subject are fairly 
reprefented. To which 1s added, An Appen- 
dix, containing an Enquiry into this Queftion, 
viz. Whether the Doctrines of a Future State 
of Exiftence to Men, and a Future Retri=. 
bution, were plainly and clearly taught by.. 
Mofes and the Prophets? Humbly offered 
to the Confideration of the Rev. Mr. Warbur-: 
ton, and all others that particularly intere/t 
themfelves in this Queftion. By 'THOMAsS* 
Cuuss. London: Printed for T. Cox, at’ 
the Lamb under the Royal Exchange. 1741. 
Odtavo. Pages 112. | 


R, Chubb does not here enter into thofe Quef-. 
tions, Whether God has ever given a Di- 
vine Revelation to the World? Or, Whether ever 
any Miracles have been wrought in Favour of the 
Divinity of a Revelation? But, admitting both, 
What Kind and Degree of Evidence arifes from. 
Miracles ? In the Difcuffion of this Point he, fir/t,. 
enquires what is meant by a Miracle, as it ftands. 
related"to the prefent Queftion ; /econdly, What by 
Revelation; thirdly, What by the Divinity of.a. 
Revelation ; fourthly, What by Evidence; and, 
fifthly, What by Proof. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Chubb’s Account of a Miracle is this: * “ It 
«s is a fenfible Effeé?, which is above the natura! 
«s Power of Man to produce; and above or befides 
«¢ thofe Laws by which the natural World is go- 
<s yerned, in the Courfe of God’s general Provi- 
«© dence ; and which alfo is produced by the Agen- 
‘© cy, or Co-operation of an invifible Being.” By 
the natural Ability of Man, is meant that which 
arifes from our whole Compofition with all its Im- 
provements, acting in or upon Matter, confidered as 
under the Direction of thofe Laws which God has 
fubjected it to. As thus: “ Suppofing it to be 
<< above the natural Ability of Man, as afore de- 
<< fined, to raife bimfelf, and move through the Air, 
«<< to the Height and with the Swiftnefs of an 
«¢ Eagle ; and that this Effect muft be the Produce 
<< of the immediate Interpofition of fome invifible 
«< Agent; and fuppofing it to be above the natu- 
‘* ral Ability of this Man to di/cover that he fhould 
‘« be thus raifed and moved by the Power of ano- 
*« ther; if in fuch Cafe a-Man fhould be raifed 
‘© up, and moved through the Air, as aforefaid ; 
‘© and if this Operation fo far depended on the 
‘© Man’s Will, as that he would, or would not, be 
“ thus moved through the Air, according as he 
‘s willed either; or if he only foretold that this 
“c Effect would take Place; this would be, with 
«© Refpect to that Man, 4 Miracle; and he, upon 
‘© whofe Will the Operation depended, or who 
“s foreknew, and foretold it, might be faid to work 
*¢ this Miracle.” Again: * Suppofe a Man fhould 
“¢ qj/] that a particular Mountain fhould be re- 
“© moved from its Place, and be carried into the 


* In this, and all the following Quotaticns, difhinguifhed by 
Comma’s, I ule Mr. Chzbé’s own Words, but not all of them : 
I have elfewhere taken Notice of that difagreeable Multiplicity 
he ever employs in expreffing the plaineft Things. One would 
think he writ only for the du!!eft Apprehenfions. 

“ Midft 
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¢ Midf of the Seas or fhould only foreknow, and 
‘© foretell, that fuch an Effect would take Place, 
‘+ ‘admitting it to be above his Ability to caufe or 
*¢ produce fuch an Effeét, or to foreknow that it 
‘© would be eficéted, and that it was not the Pro- 
‘s duce of thofe Laws by which the natural World 
‘< is governed; and fuppofe the Mountain fhould 
‘+ be removed accordingly : This would be, with 
“« refpe&t to-that Man, a Miracle; and he, upon 
‘¢ whofe Will the Operation depended, or who 
‘© foreknew and foretold it, that Man would be the 
‘© Worker of the Miracle: For tho’ this Operation 
«¢ was performed, not by the Power of the Man, but 
‘¢ by the Power of fome invifiéle Agent; yet as 
*¢ the Power which was exercifed, in this Cafe, 
was fubjed to the Man’s Will; or, as it was re- 
“ vealed to, and foretold by him, that fuch an Effect 
“© fhould take Place; fo his Relation to the Ac- 
‘¢ tion,as aforefaid, would render it his, in an im- 
“ proper Senfe, and he would bethe Worker of 
«© the Miracle.” 
Secondly, By Revelation Mr. Chubb means, 
the Conveying of Ideas from one intelligent Being to 
‘¢ another, whether by Speech, Writing, or other- 
‘¢ ways; and whether the Subject of fuch Ideas be 
matter of Sveculation, or Praéice; and whether 
it relates to Faéts paft, prefent, or to come.” 
Thirdly, of the Divinity of a Revelation. 
When the term Divine is annexed to a Revela- 
‘< tion, it expreffes, that the Ideas which it con- 
‘“* tains were orginally’ and: immediately conveyed 
** from Gods tho’ /econdarily they are conveyed 
“ from him, dy one Creature ¢o another.” But by 
Divine Revelation, in the prefent Cafe, is not in- 
tended any private Revelation, relating to a particular 
Perfon, or Occafion ; but fuch only as is given to 
inform the Judgments and‘ direét the Behaviour of 
Mankind in general, There is another Senfe in 
Aa which 


r 
a 


o- 
ao 


« 


- 








346 The Works of the LEARNED. Aft. 20. 


which Revelation is zo¢ here meant, and which Mr, 
Chubb efficioufly explains, but which } fhall not any 
futher mention: For tho’ Mr, Chubb, by his perpetual 
Practice, appears plainly to be of a different Opinion, 
I prefume to think, a Writer who informs his 
Readers what he dees mean, need not take a deal of 
Pains to tell them what he does ot mean. 
Fourthly, Of Evidence. “ This Term expreffes 
« that which is the Ground of our Affent to, or 
‘¢ Diffent from a Propofition,; and m is of rwo 
«« kinds, namely, Teftimony andDeduétion.” Tefti- 
mony is theVouching for, or Denying any Propofition 
in Debate. And by Deduction is meant, when that 
which is brought asEvidence, requires our Comparing 
of Ideas; and from thence we colleé# or deduce the 
Truth or Falfenefs of the Point in Queftion. Mira- 
cles afford an Evidence only of the latter kind. ‘* For 
“as they are fenfible Effects, fo they become 
« Evidences, wot by bearing Feftimony, as afore- 
«¢ faid, but by being reflecied upon with regard 
‘¢ to their phylical Caufes, and the Grounds upon 
¢ which the Agentacts, and the like ; from whence 
‘ is collected theTruth or Fal/ene/s of the Propofition 
‘¢ in Queftion ; and that becomes the Ground of our 
«© Affent or Diffent. Miracles give a fenfible Proof, 
«¢ not of the Veracity, but only of the Power which 
«¢ attends the Actor, and therefore any other kind 
© of Evidence which may be fuppofed to arife from 
them, can beonly by Deduétion, as it is the Re- 
 fult of ju/? reafoning upon the Cafe. ” Again 
Fifthly, Of Proof. «* This Term exprefies ei- 
«¢ ther the Corre/pondency of the Evidence to the 
“ Truth of Things; or elfe the Prevalency of the 
ss Evidence upon the Judgment: By the firft is 
* meant, when the Evidence fets forth or wit- 
‘* neffeth to the Truth :” And this is Proof, in the 
moft proper Senfe; tho it will not be efteemed fo but 
where Conviction follows. By the Prevalency of 
a | the 


a 
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the Evidence upon the Judgment, is meant, that 
“¢ it fo far prevails, as that the Judgment is con- 
¢¢ yinced of the Truth or Falfenefs of the Pro- 
“¢ pofition upon that Evidence: ” And this is called 
Proof, in a les proper Senfe; even tho’ the Judg- 
ment determines wrong upon fuch Evidence. Proof, 
likewife, is of two kinds, namely probable and cer- 
tain. By probable is meant, ‘¢ when the Evi- 
«s dence fhews that it is more likely for the Truth 
“© to be on one fide of theQueftion than on the other, 
¢ but does not fhew it ab/olutely to be fo; that is, 
‘« that ic implies a Contradiction to fuppofe the 
<< contrary; and prevails fo far upon the Judg- 
«< ment, asto gain 4/ent, butnot fo far as to- ex- 
© clude a Poffibility of the Contrary. ” By certain 
Proof is meant, ‘* when the Evidence fhews the 
‘© Truth to be on one fide of the Queftion abjolutely, 
«; and fo far prevails upon the Judgment, as that it 
¢ determines abjolutely, and 1s convinced that it im- 
¢ plies an Impoffibility in the Nature of Things to 
‘© {uppofe the Contrary, tho’ it may, poffibly, be 
¢ otherwife.” And this latter is called certain Proof, 
not becaufe it is fo in itfelf, but becaufe it is fo 
efteemed by the Perfon who is convinced by it. 
SecTion 11. Having explained the Terms 
which immediately relate to the Subject under Con. 
fideration, our Author fhould now proceed to his 
gencral Enquiry, were it not that he ought to do 
otherwife. * What lays him under this ReftriQion 
is an abfolute Neceffity ef making five particularEn- 
quiries, before he undertakes his general one. The 
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* As oddly as this may found to the Reader, itis really what 
Mr. Chubb fays, tho’ not as he has faidit. For where is. the 
difference between the Senfe of my Words, and his which. follow. 
** } fhould now ‘proceed to the general Enquiry, where it not 
“* that there are five Things wnich feem ab/olutely Neceffary to 
“« be enquired into, as Previous to it.” | , 


Aa Subjecta 








348 The Worksofthe LEARNED. Att. 20, 


Subje&s of thefe particular Enquiries are thefe: 
Firff, How far the natural Ability of Man extends, 
Secondly, Whether there are any other invifible 
Agents but God, which can, or which do (at leaft) 
aét upon this Globe. hirdly, fuppofing there are, 
then what kind or degree of Power they arecapable 
of exercifing. Fourthly, Whether God will fuffer 
them toexert fuch Power asthey have, when itis to 
be employed for the Delufion of his Creatures, And 
Fifthly, Whether a Man, who may be faid to work 
a Miracle, (as before explained) 1s at Liberty to 
ufe fuch Miracle-working Power, in ferving what 
Purpotes he Pleafes. 

The firft of thefe Points, Mr. Chubb fays, can- 
not poflibly be fixed by us; yet there are Cafes in 
which there is juft Ground for prefuming that the 
Effects produced exceed the Bounds of human Power; 
becaufe in thofe Cafes there is a high Degree of Pro- 
bability on the one Side, and but a4 dare Poffibility 
on the other. Such Cafes are the aforementioned, 
of a Man’s flying thro’ the Air, at the Height and 
with the Swiftnefs of an Eagle, or commanding a 
Mountain to remove out of its Place, and to ftand 
in the Midft of the Sea. 

As to the fecond Point, Mr. Chubb pronounces 
it utterly indeterminable. So that he had better 
never have affigned it a Place among his Enquirables 
at all. 

The third Point is in the fame Condition as the 
fecond, with regard to its Incapablenefs of Re- 
folution. However, tho’ the grand Queftion here 
cannot be determined, there are others relating there- 
tv, concerning which fomething may be faid; and 
Mr. Chubb is willing to fill up as much Paper as 
he can, and notto fpare for Matter, any more than 
for Words. : 

It may be urged then, he fays, allowing fuch invifi- 
ble Agents asaforefaid, andthat we can not difcover 

what 
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what kind or degree of Power may arife from their 
natural Conftitutions ; yet when: /everal Effects are 
produced by /everal Inftruments, in Oppofition to 
one another, exceeding the Bounds of human Power, 
then the prevailing Power proves itfelf to be Di- 
vine. 

Our Author anfwers in the negative. ** For two 
‘© created Beings may contend for the Maftery, and 
“< he that has the greater Power will prevail, if he 
‘¢ exerts it with Di/cretion: And this will be the 
“© Cafe, whether the contendingAgents are vifble or 
* invifible Beings. It is true, if God interpofes in 
¢ anyCafe, then it is to be prefumed that he will give 
‘© Truth theVictory ; but the Queftion will ftill re- 
‘¢ main, whether he does interpofe, or mot 3 feeing 
‘¢ the Prevalency of Power is not, neither can it be 
‘a Proof that it is Divine.” Again 

It may urged, that the Razfing a dead Perfon to 
Life furpafies rhe natural Ability of any Creature ; 
and therefore muft be the immediate Operation of 
God. 

But this, our Author fhews, is prefumed without 
fuficient Ground, It may not, for ought we know, 
be above the human Power in fome Cafes; and 
where it is, it may not be beyond the Ability of 
fome other created Beings. If we admit, as true, 
what is recorded in Scripture, of the Adagicians of 
Egypt turning dead Rods into Serpents, which are 
organized living Bodies, then the Probability will 
be on the Affirmative Side of the Queftion. 

With reference to the fourth Point, whether, fup- 
pofing fuch invifible Agents as aforefaid, God will 
luffer them to exert what Power they have, for the 
Delafion of his Creatures; Mr. Chubb fays, * If 
‘* we infer from his Conduct in one Cafe, how 
“¢ he will act in another, then it is plain that God 
‘* will fuffer invifible Agents to exert their Power, 
“ in ferving what Purpofes they pleafe. Men, we 
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‘«< fee, are at Liberty, and do actually delude one 
«© another, in every kind of Delufion, tho’ it be in 
¢ Points of the utmoft Importance; and thus they 
¢¢ deal with the Creatures below them; and thus 
«¢ thofe Creatures deal with one another. From 
«¢ whence arifesaftrong Probability, that all invifi- 
<¢ ble Agentsare at Liberty to exert their Power in 
‘¢ ferving what Purpofes they pleafe.” 
But is it not inconfiftent with God’s Moral 
‘aradter to fuffer invifible Agents to exert their 
wer for the Delufion of Mankind ? 

No more, Mr. Chubb anfwers, than it is to fuffer 
ifible Agents to do it, ‘© feeing Delufion is the 
« fame in itfelf, and as bad in its Confequences, to 
«© the Perfon deluded, whether the Power which ts 
«© the Ground of that Delufion be watural or /uper- 
‘ natural; and feeing it would be equally as kind 
* in God,-to exercife his reftraining Power in the 
<¢ former as in the latter Cafe. But that God does 
<¢ not exercife his reftraining Power in the former 
<< Cafe, isevident from Experience.” Again 

Jt may be further urged, that invifible Agents are 
fuperior co Men in Underftanding and Power; and 
that it God fhould permit fuch Agents to exert 
their Power for the Delufion of Mankind, this would 
be to expofe the Generality of Men to fuch Mif- 
chiefs as they are not qualified to guard againft; 
and that, therefore, it becomes the Wifdom and 
Goodnefs of God, to interpofe, and prevent thofe 
Fvils, by reftraining invifibleA gents from ufing their 
Power as aforefaid. | ne 

Here Mr. Chubb anfwers, ** that as this is a 
<6 popular Argument drawn from the Moral Perfec- 
“¢ tions of God, fo it may, in a Multitude of In- 
<¢ ftances, be turned againft them. Almoft every 
<¢ ‘T’ribe of Animals may take up their Complaint 
“* and fay, that they are expofed to a Multitude of 
c¢ Evils, through the fuperior Capacities of Men, 
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‘«< which they arenot an equal Match for, and there- 
‘s fore, are not qualified to guard againft the Evils 
Men bring upon them; and that if God were a 
wife and good Being, he would kindly prevent 
their falling into thofe Evils, or deliver them out 
of then: Buthe does not interpofe, as aforefaid, 
and therefore he is neither Wife nor Good.” The 
Fly, as Mr. Chubd has made a moving Speech for 
it, might argue inthe fame Strain, when it is caught 
in the Snare of thecrafty Spider. 

And asthis is the Cafe with regard tothe Animals 
below us, fo it is the fame with refpeét to our own 
Species, Each S/ave who is opprefled by a tyranni- 
cal Governour, may take up his Complaint, and fay, 
that if God were Wife and Good, he would reftrain 
the Tyrant from mifufing and making him mifer- 
able. ** It is equally the fame to a Man, whether 
“© his Misfortanes are brought upon him by the 
“ fuperior Powcr or Craft of another ; and it would 
‘«¢ be equally as kind for God to prevent or remove 
«¢ chem, whether they be introduced by the fuperior 
‘¢ Power or Craft of a vifible or an invifibleA gent.” 

And as Men are not a Match for each other in a 
Variety of Cafes, fo particularly with regard to re- 
ligious Delufion. Suppofing Mabometani/m to be an 
Impofture, and that no irvifible Agent was concern- 
ed, either in contriving or propagating it; yet fee- 
ing it did fucceed, and that not only over a great 
Part of the World, but alfo through a Courfe of 
Ages, and is like to fucceed thro’ many more; the 
Queftion is, whether it would not have been equally 
as rind for God to have interpofed, and prevented 
the Mahometan Delufion, as the Cafe now ftands, 
as it would have been, fuppofing it had been in- 
troduced by the Power or Craft of an invifible 
Agent. The affirmative may appear to fome very 
evident; and from hence they may argue, *¢¢ 
*s that fleeing God has wot interpofed to prevent 
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*€ Delufion in one Cafe, therefore no good Argu- 
“© ment can poffibly be drawn from his W/i/dom 
*¢ and Goodne/s, to fhew that he would have inter- 
‘© pofed in the other. ” 

It may be further urged, that Man is endowed 
with Underftanding ; by the right ufe of which, he 
is qualified to guard againft the ahometan, or any 
other Delufion, provided it be not backed with the 
Power of an invifible Agent, in working Miracles 
for its Confirmation, 

To which, Mr. Chubb fays, it may be anfwered, 
that if Men would rightly exercife their Underftand- 
ings, they would thereby be fecured from every De- 
lufion, at leaft from all that are hurtful; tho’ back- 
ed with the Power of a invifible Agent, as afore- 
faid; ** becaufe then every Man would be affur- 
«© ed, from the Nature and Reafon of the thing, 
“© that zo Power, how great foever, could poffibly 
“ be of God, which directly tended to the Damage of 
ss Mankind. ” And, confequently, if this were the 
Cafe, there would be no Need of the divine Good- 
nefs interpofing, to prevent the Delufion of Man- 
kind. But this is wot the Cafe, feeing the Generality 
of Men are fo far from ufing their Underftandings 
in this particular, that, on the contrary, they are 
apt to follow every one who takes upon him to 
Guide them, and are very eafily mifled; fo that the 
honeft fimple Part of Mankind, are not an egya/ 
Match for the more Crafty. The Queftion, there- 
fore, is this, wiz. ** Confidering the Bulk of 
«¢ Mankind in thefe Circumftances, whether it would 
«‘ not be equally kind for God to interpofe and 
<< prevent their Delufion, as well when an invifible 
‘© Agent is wot concerned in promoting and forward- 
“ ing it, aswhen &e zs. And if theDivineWilfdom 
“¢ and Goodnefs 1s equally concerned, and would 
«¢ be equally fhewn in both Cafes, which fome 
« Men think muft be allowed; then, fay they, 
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«© feeing God does not interpofe in one. Cafe, no 
es sood Argument can be drawn from his Wifdom 
<< and Goodnefs to prove that he would interpofe 
‘¢ in the other.” Again 

As it is moft evident that Delufion does take 
Place, fo it is alike evident that God mutt fuffer it, 
while there are free Creatures, All intelligent free 
Beings, whether vifible or invifible, and whether 
their natural Powers be sreater or lefs, will be 
at Liberty, whilft they are e Agents, t to exercife thofe 
Abilities in ferving what Purpofes they pleafe. 
«© So that to fay, it 1s moral/y anfit for God to 
‘< fuffer his Creatures to delude or injure one an- 
“© other, is the fame as to fay, that it is morally 
‘< unfit for God to call free Creatures into Being.” 

It may be further urged, that tho’ God will fuffer 
invifible Agents to exercife their Power as aforefaid, 
yet feeing they do not freguently exercife their 
Power upon this Globe, it 1s a Queftion, whether 
they do at any Zime exercife it amongf{t Mankind. 

“¢ For if they cam, and fometimes do exercife their 
‘© Power as atorefaid, then there is juft Ground to 
“ prefume they frequently do fo, becaufe they have 
“* frequent Occafions and Opportunities for it; but 
‘© whereas it 1s evident they /e/dom, if ever, do, 
‘¢ therefore it is Lighly probable that they do not 
“¢ exercife their Power here atall: Efpecially if it 
¢ be confidered, that in many Inftances,..in which 
‘* it has been pretended, that fuch Power hath been 
“¢ exercifed, it has been fhewn to be no other than 
© Fuggle or Lmpofture.” 

Mr. Chubb has faid fomething further relating to 
this fourth Point, previoufly to be inquired into ; “but 
as I cannot well underftand it myfelf, 1 cannot in- 
telligibly reprefent it to the Reader. He urges and 
replies fo often, that the Subject is, to me at leaft, 
confounded. Bur 
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Fifthly, and laftly, he is to enquire, whether a 
Man who may be faid to work a Miracle (as the 
Cafe is explained above) is at Liberty to ule fuch 
Miracle-working Power well, or ill, as he pleafes: 
And to this, as he himfelf notes, a fufficient Anfwer 
has been returned, in what he has faid with Refpect 
to the foregoing Query, From thence it appears that 
he may. And if fo, Miracles prove nothing cer- 
tainly with regard to the Divinity of a Revelation, 
However, ‘ though with Refpeét to any Mira- 
<< cle, we Cannot be certain that it is annexed to 
<< Truth, yet if the Circumftances which attend the 
<¢ Cafe render it probable that it is, then it will 
<¢ follow, that though Miracles cannot afford cer- 
“< tain, yet they may afford probable Proof in 
«¢ favour of the Divinity of a Revelation.” 

- And now, having employed five Sections in the 
Difcuffion of his five preliminary Points, and hav- 
ing recapitulated them at the Beginning of the 
feventh, one might hope our Author would, with- 
out further Ceremony, introduce us into his main 
Subject. But this happens to be diametrically op- 
pofite to his Geniys. His Way of Writing is quite 
Royal: He leads you thro’ divers Courts and Anti- 
chambers before he admits you into the Prefence. 
Accordinglythis feventh Seétion, which we are now 
come to, is taken up with more previous Matters, 
that are to prepare us, yet further, for the grand 
ueftions. 
hefe Queftions are, Firff, ‘* What are thofe 
«¢ Circumftances that may attend a Miracle, which 
«© may make it prodadle that it is annexed to Truth, 
¢ satherthan toa Lye?” And, fecondly, what are 
«© thofe Circumftances which may make it probable 
¢ that God is theAgent in fuch an Operation, rather 
<¢ than any other invifible Being ?” The firft of thefe 
Queries will be folved in anfwering the latter. 
Now 
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Now in order to the Solution of this, thefe 
Things are to be granted; viz. Firff, That there 
is an effential Difference inT hings, and that one Thing 
or Action is really detter or preferable to another in 
Nature. Secondly, That there isa Rule of Aion 
relulting from that Difference ; by which every mo- 
ral Agent ought togovern his Actions. Thirdly, 
That God makes the Reafon of Things the Rule 
of all his Aétions, with regard to his Creatures; 
and this renders him abfolutely Wife and Good. 
Thefe Poftulata are a neceffary Foundation for Ar- 
gument inthe prefent Cafe. But if it be admitted 
that Gad is perfeétly Wife and Good, it?will follow, 
that all divine Revelations are given for the Good 
of Mankind, and this will be a proper Foundation 
for Argument with Refpeét to the Queftion before 
us. | 

Section VIII. The Queftion then is, what 
thofe Circumftances are, upon which the aforefaid 
Probability can be fairly grounded? and the Anfwer 
is, that thofe Circumftances muft regard either the 
Fad itself; or elfe the Revelation itfelf, which 
the Fact is brought to vouch for. 

Firft, asto theFaé it/elf, theCircumftances thereof 
which can be of any Confequence in the prefent Cafe, 
mutt either regard the kind or degree of Power ex- 
ercifed in that Faét, or elfe the Good or Evil which 
that Power (abftractedly from the Revelation) ig 
the Cau/e of. 

As to the kind or degree of Power manifefted in a 
Miracle, it proves nothing for its being or not be- 
ing wrought by God, rather then fome other in- 
vifible Agent, becaufe, for any thing we can prove 

to the contrary, it is equally eafy for God to com- 
municate one kind or degree of Power as another. 
So that there is not any kind or. degree of Power 
which may be exercifed upon this Globe, that of raif- 
ing theDead not excepted, but may be the naturalRe- 
| fule 
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falt of the Conftitution of fome Creature. To fay, 
that God cannot. communicate this or that kind or 
degree of Power, is to bound the boundlefs Power 
of God, and is prefuming a Point, without the leaft 
Ground for it. 

But as to the other Point, if the Power exercifed 
in a Miracle tends to the Good of Mankind, this 
makes it probable that it was wrought by a Divine 
Hand, except fome other Circumftance attends the 
Cafe, which weakens or deftroys that Probability ; 
becaufe it is more likely that God fhould thus kindly 
interpofe for the common Good of his Creatures, than 
that one Creature fhould thus interpofe in Favour of 
the reft. But if the Power which ts exercifed in a 
Miracle, tendsto hurt Mankind, it is probable that 
Miracle was not wrought by God, but by the 
Power of fome other invifible Agent; becaufe it 
would be a prepofterous Conduct in‘the Deity, to 
give’ Mankind a Revelation for Good, and then 
prove it Divine, by a Miracle direétly productive 
of Evil. 

Section IX, Again,- Secondly, The other Cir- 
cumftances to be confidered in the prefent Queftion, 
are ffuch as relate to the Revelation it/elf ; out of 
which the forementioned Probability muft arife, that 
the Miracles wrought in Favour of theDivinity of that 
Revelation are wrought by God. And thofe Cir- 

cumftances muft be fuch as concern God’s Moral 
 Charaéter, that is, his Wifdom and Goodne/s muft 
be fhewn by the Revelation, in its being fubfervient 
to Virtue and Goodnefs, and, confequently, to the 
Happinefs of Mankind, both here and hereafter, 

- Section X. Inthis Section our Author proceeds 
to f{pecify fome other Circumftances which do either 
‘firenzthen, or weaken, or defiroy the Probability of 
God’s being the Agent in any Miracle. Fir/f, If 
the Wi/dom and Goodne/s which is fhewn in and by a 
Revelation, runs thro’ a]l its Parts; and, /econdly, if 

that 
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that Revelation be communicated to a// who alike 
ftand in Need of it; then there is a high Probability 
that thofe Miracles which are-wrought in its Attefta- 
tion, are wrought by a Divine Hand; but. if rho 
Circumftances, or either of them, are wanting, then 
it very much weakens that Probability. 

Firft, A Revelation appears by fo much the’ more 
worthy of the beft of Beings, and is more fuitable to 
our natural Notions of the Deity, as Wifdom and 
Goodnefs are confpicuous in all the Parts of it. 
But if a Revelation back’d with Miracles, fhould 
apparently tend to the Good of Mankind in fome 
Branches of it only, and as apparently tend to their 
Hurt in others, this muft very much weaken the 
Probability of thofe Miracles being worked by God: 
There being here an Indication of a Defect of Good- 
nefs inthe Agent, which cannot be the Cafe with 
Refpect to God. 

But may it not be urged, that thofe Branches of 
a Revelation which apparently tend to the Hart of 
Mankind, may, in their /ecret and remote Confe- 
quences, turn to their greater Good; of which God 
is the only Judge; and fo will afford no good Ar- 
gumens againft the Divinity of the Revelation, or 
that of the Miracles wrought in its Favour. 

Mr. Chubb anfwers, “ If we are not to forma 
‘© Judgment of Good and Evil in this Cafe from 
‘¢ what is apparent, but from what is fecret and 
remote, then the moft barbarous and moft dur- 
“© denfome Inftitutions may be of God 3. becaufe 
‘¢ thefe, for ought we know, may, in their fecrer 
‘¢ and remote Confequences, forte Way or other, 
turn to the Benefit of fome or other of Mankind. 
Befides, if the fecret and remote Confequences, of 
Things are to be taken into the Cafe, and made 
a Foundation for Argument, then there is fcarce 
‘“¢ any Revelation, but this kind of Reafoning may 
«© be turned againft it: For tho’ it cannot be dif- 
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ss cerned, at the Time of Delivery, what will be 
the fecret and remote Confequences of any Re- 
velation ; yet After-times may fhew what thofe 
Confequences are : And an Unbeliever may from 
hence raife an Argument againft the Divinity of 
thofe Revelations which have hitherto been con- 
fidered as Divine, by obferving how many Evils 
they have been the Parents of, or are judged to 
be fo, when confidered in their unnatural and 
lateft Confequences ; fo that it will be exceeding 
difficult to make it appear, that there has been 
as much Good as Evil produced by them ; and 
confequently, if this kind of Reafoning be 7x/, 
it will furnifh out an Argument again/f, rather 
than in Favour of the Divinity of thofe Revela- 
¢ tions, which have come forth under an heavenly 
¢ Charaéter, and of thofe Miracles which have 
«s been wrought in their Favour: Tho’, in Truth, 
<«s nothing can be fairly concluded in the prefent 
<< Cafe, becaufe a Revelation cannot be ju/fly 
<< chargeable with any Confequences, but what na- 
<< turally and apparently {pring from it.” 

Secondly, If a Revelation, wholly tending to the 
Good of Mankind, is given to all who alike need 
it, this Circumftance heightens the Probability that 
the Miracles wrought in Favour thereof are Divine : 
But if fuch a Revelation fhould be given to one 
Nation only, when the reft of Mankind ftand alike 
in Need of it, fuch a partial Conduct makes it 
probable that it was not God, but fome other invifi- 
ble Agent, who wrought thofe Miracles: ‘* For as 
*< true Goodnefs difpofes to minifter Relief alike to 
* ali in Diftrefs, it they are alike Objects of Pity, 
“¢ and if there is equal Power to relieve a// as fome ; 
‘* fo when Relief is miniftred partially, as aforefaid, 
* then the Queftion is, Whether this be not an In- 
* dication of Mant of Goodnefs in the Admini- 
- “¢ ftration, 
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<¢ ftration, which furely cannot be the Cafe with 
«¢ Refpeét to God ? ” 

This Circumftance, of the Partiality of Revela- 
tion, is an Engine which the Deifts have delighted 
to play againft Chriftianity, as thinking it of extra- 
ordinary Efficacy in the Affault of it. To give it 
all the Force he is able, our Author, in the XIth 
Seétion of this Treatife, has endeavoured to fcreen 
it, from what has been urged to invalidate the Force 
of the Argument drawn from it. As thus 

It may be urged, tho’ God intended all his Crea- 
cures fhould be happy, and made a fuitable Provi- 
fion for that Purpofe; yet he did not intend, and 
therefore did not provide, that all fhould attain the 
fame Degree of Happinefs, much lefs that they 
fhould all attain to the higheft Degree of it. This 
is evident, by the various Species of Creatures he 
has called into Being, differently qualified to obtain 
Happinefs, and whofe Happinefs, when attained, 
admits of Degrees, fome greater, fome /e/s. 

And as God did not intend, that every Species 
of Creatures fhould attain to equal Degrees of 
Happinefs, fo he did not intend or provide that 
all the Individuals of any Species fhould attain to 
the fame Degree of it. This is abundantly evi- 
dent, from the great Difference there is in the 
Capacities and Circumftances of Men, by which 
they are very differently qualified to obtain Happi- 
nefs, and which probably will occafion a very great 
Difference in the Happinefs they fhall attain. 

And as Divine Revelation is only intended to 
render thofe who enjoy it capable of attaining a 
greater Degree of Happinefs, which otherwife they 
would be in Danger of not attaining ; and as thofe. 
who are deftitute of Revelation are yet capable of 
attaining to Happinefs, tho’ of a much lower De- 
gree, which is all that the Divine Equity entitles 
them to look for: * So if God gives a Revelation 
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«s only to Part of Mankind, and thereby renders 
«< them only capable of attaining to fuch greater 
«© Degrees of Happinefs, as that Revelation be- 
<< comes /ubfervient to, and leaves the ref of our 
<< Species under a Difadility to attain to fuch greater 
‘¢ Degrees of Happinefs, but ftill with Jds/ity to 
<< obtain a leffer Degree of it, then is he not more 
‘© partial nor Jefs benevolent in this, than in the two 
<< former Cafes.’ Or, in few Words, God is no 
more obliged, in Point of Equity or Goodnefs, to 
difpenfe his {piritual than his natural Gifts equally 
to all his Creatures ; and if his Conduét in the latter 
Cafe be no Impeachment of his moral Perfeétions, 
no more is it in the former. 

But however plaufible this Reafoning may feem 
on the Chriftian Side, Mr. Chu5b has fomething to 
produce on the other Part, which may be thoughr, 
as aforefaid, to invalidate it. 

Firff, As for thofe Species of Beings which exift 
out of our World, as they are not within the Reach 
of our Knowledge, we can determine nothing about 
them. But as to the various Ranks of Beings on 
this Globe, thefe were not called into Exiftence for 
the Sake of Variety, but that a much greater Good 
might be carried on thereby.: For had all the infe- 
rior Species been made Aden, this Earth would not 
have afforded them Provifion, nor proper Habita- 
tion: And had God created none but Men, and 
left all other Species in Non-exi/tence, then all the 
Good, now exercifed on, and fhewn in them, had 
been funk. And as to our own Species, our Con- 
dition in Life, without the other Creatures, would 
have been much worfe than it is now wich them. 
And as it was not for the Sake of Variety, but that 
more Good might be communicated, that God 
made fo many different Species of Beings; fo if a 
sore general Good would be the Effect of a partial 
than of an univerfai Revelation, the Cafes would 
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be parallel, and the foregoing Reafoning conclufive. 
Bur as it is in all Appearance otherwife, the Cafes 
admit of no Comparifon ; that is, there feems at 
leaft great Partiality and a Defect of Benevolence 
in one Cafe; whereas there does not feem to be ei- 
ther with Regard to the other. 

Secondly, It may be further replied, that the pre- 
fent Conftitution of Things is the beft which Na- 
ture would admit of, to anfwer the great Defign 
of a general Good, This we may juftly infer from 
the infinite Perfection of the Creator: And as the 
Difference in the Capacities and Circumftances of 
Men, which qualifies them for different Degrees of 
Happinefs, refults from the original Conftitution of 
Things; fo this isan Evil that could not be pro- 
vided againft, without the Introduction of fome 
other equal or greater Evil. Now if we had the 
fame Ground for concluding that the giving a Re- 
velation to fome only, was a Difpenfation the moft 
conducive that could be to a general Good, and that 
its being given univerfally would be introduétive of 
fome egual or greater Evil than what may acciden- 
tally refult from the Partiality of it, then the Cafes 
under Confideration muft be allowed to be parallel ; 
but this does not appear to be the Cafe, and there- 
fore they admit of no Compariform; that is, there 
is the Appearance at leaft of great Partialjty anda 
Defeét of Benevolence in one Cafe, but not in the 
other. ‘ 

Thirdly, Revelation fhould not be confidered as 
only intended to qualify Men for attaining greater 
Degrees of Happinefs than they perhaps otherwife 
might. The Cale ought to be repretented thus : 
Man is an accountable Creature, and will be treated 
in another World as he behaves in this; and the 
Generality of Mankind, when confidered without a 
Revelation, are fuppofed to Jabour under great Diffi- 
culties and Impediments in the Way of their future 
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Safety, and to be in great Danger, not only of not 
attaining t6 the higheft Degree of Happinefs, but 
alfo of not attaining untd any Degree of Happinefs 
at all, yea of falling into a State of great and 
Jafting Mifery. This either ¥s, or is judged to de, 
the deplorable State of the Geverality of Mankind 
without a Revelation. ** Now the proper Queftion 
‘¢ Grifine from hence is, not what God in ftrict 
<< Juttice is obliged to do for a Species of Creatures 
*¢ fallen into fach deplorable Circumftances; but 
‘ what Pity and Kindnefs would difpofe him to do 
¢ towards their Relief: And if God, out of a ten- 
¢ dér Regard for the Well-being of his Creatures, 
«¢ kindly interpofed for the Relief of fome; then 
© the Queftion is, Whether shat Regard for his 
<¢ Creatures Well-being would not equally difpofe 
“him to interpofe for the Relief of aJ/ in thofe 
s< Circumftances.” 

But it may be ftill urged, That a Revelation, 
tending wholly to the Good of Mankind, and 
back’d with Miracles, muft be Divine, tho’ partial- 
ly delivered ; becaufe an evil invifible Agent would 
mot be the Author of fo much Good, and a virtz- 
bus one ceuld not recommend fuch a Revelation as 
Divine, if ic were not fo: For it is inconfiftent 
with the Character of a good Being to bear Wit- 
nefs to a Falfhood, impofe upon Mankind, or do 
# vil, that Good ‘might come of it. 

To this Mr. Chubb, 1 a great many Words, as 
always, gives the enfuing fhort Aniwer. 

There is no Being meceffarsly vicious; and there- 
fore, tho” the Gexerality of a Being’s Actions are 
vicious, which may juftly enough denominate him 
a vicious Being, it does not follow, that he will 
not, in any Inftance, act otherwife 3 becaufe fuch 
Motives may intervene, as may determine him to 
dy Good in fome Inftances. This is manifeftly che 
Cafe among our own Species; the worft Men fome- 
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times doing Good: And, for ought we know, this 
may be the Cafe among invifible Agents. 

And as to virtuous invifible Agents, it may be 
anfwered, that tho” in the General we ought to have 
a ftriét Regard to Zruth in our Intercourfe with 
each other, becaufe the common Good is manifeftly 
interefted in it; yet there may be extraordinary 
Cafes in which-it may be righ for us to do other- 
wife.* As fuppofe a Perfon fo averfe to the Fe- 
fuit’s Bark, as that he would not be prevailed on 
to take it, tho’ his Life depended thereon 5 might 
not a Phyfician, in fuch a Cafe, recommend this 
Medicine under another Name, and, if neceffary, 
even endeavour to convince his Patient that it was 
another Thing? And the Anfwer is evideat, He 
might: For tho’ the Man here would be de- 
ceived, it is for his Good; and therefore, that De- 
ceit cannot be ‘deemed Evil but Good; and this is 
not doing Evil, that Good may come of it; be- 
caufe, ftrictly {fpeaking, there is no Evil in the 
Cafe ; that is, there is none in the End, not yet in 
the Means, by which that End-is obtained. In like 


* This is not certain. The Conftitution of Things here is 
fuch, that what is Good in genera/, may be Evil in particular 
Cafes; and what is generally Evil, may in fingular Inftances be 
Good. Bat divine as well as haman Laws are enacted on the 
general Footing; and when once a Thing is abfolutely com- 
manded or.forbidden, on Account of its general Tendency, it 
may be doubted, whether the Subject is not criminal in acting 
otherwife: I don’t mean only by pofitive Inftitution, but in the 
very Nature of Things; and that, becaufe fuch a Liberty could 
hardly be exercifed, without fapping the Foundation of Autho- 
rity itfelf, and introducing much more Evil than thofe particular 
ones amount to, which fuch a Procedure is intended to prevent. 
But here it muft be owned, it is a Queftion whether there is any 
Law, divine or human, commanding us in all Cafes to fpeals 
verbal Truth, or making it a Crime merely to deceive. We 
are indeed forbidden to lye to one another, and a terrible Wor 
is denounced againit Lyars: But does not Lying imply an evi! 
Intention in the Speaker; a deceiving a Man to his Hurt? 
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Manner, fhould an invifible Agent kindly interpofe 
to give a Revelation to fome Part of Mankind, 
highly tending to their Good; and fhould he know 
that this Revelation would not be accepted, un- 
lefs it came recommended as Divine, there would 
be no Evil in his recommending it as fuch, tho’ in- 
deed it were not fo: Nor would he herein aét in- 
confiftently with his virtuous Character. 

But would not fuch an Action be highly provoking 
to God, as fathering that on him which would not 
belong to him? 

It may be anfwered, that as the Deity is not actu- 
ated by Caprice, but by the Reafon of Things; fo, 
here being no Difhonour done or intended to him, 
and his Name only ufed to promote an End which 
he could not but approve of, viz. the Good of 
his Creatures, there would be no juft Ground of 
Difpleafure to him. 

Again it may be objected, that Zruth has an in- 
trinfick Goodnefs in it; and fo nothing oppofite 
thereto can be pleafing unto God. 

To this Mr. Céubb fays, very rightly, that Truth 
and Good are as diftinét in Nature, as Colour and 
Sound ; fo that Truth is not Good, neither is Good 
Truth: And as Truth is not Good, fo it does not 
{tand oppofite to Evil, but to Falfhood ; Falfhood 
being the Oppofite to Truth, as Evil is the Oppofite 
to Good: And, therefore, to fay that Truth is 
Good, or that Falfhood is Evil, confidered a- 
firaély from that Good or Evil which-either of 
them may be /ubjervient to, is to confound the Ufe 
of Words. 

But will not thefe Principles open a Door to De- 
ceit and Falfhood; and tend to deftroy all Confidence 
amongft Mankind? For if there are Ca/es in 
which Deceiving is ju/fifiable, Men will from thence 
taxe Encouragement to deceive im any Ca/e. 

This 
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This Reafoning, Mr. Chubb fays, proves juft as 
much as if it fhould be faid, that becaufe it is jufti- 
fiable in fome extraordinary Cafes for a Man to 
take away the Life of another, (viz. when it is in 
the Defence of his own) Men will from thence take 
Encouragement to murder each other upon aj] Oc- 
cafions, and to juffify themfelves in it. But furely, 
as Mr. Chubb fays, no Man will think fuch Rea- 
Jonings, or the Conclufions drawn from them, to be 
juft. However, the only proper Queftion here is, 
Whether what has been advanced ts the Zruth, and 
not what Uje bad Men are liable to make of it, 
who are difpofed to make a bad Ule of the deff 
Things. Befides, what is it which renders {peaking 
Truth in general, and mutual Confidence, fo valu- 
able, but the Good of Socjety arifing from them ? 
And if fo, their Valuablenefs refults from the Good 
they are fubfervient to. 

From what has been faid, it may be inferred, 
<< chat we can have no Affurance that a virtuous in- 
“«¢ vifible Agent wil] mot exercife his Power in re- 
‘¢ commending: a Revelation as Divine, which, in 
“¢ reality, is zot fo, when that Revelation is circum- 
‘© flanced as atorefaid.” 

ft may be urged farther, in Vindication of the 
Partiality of a Revelation, that thofe to whom it is 
not afforded, have their Reafon to guide them; and 
feeing God will deal with them according to the 
Light they have, and not according to what they 
have not; therefore there is no Want of Kindnefs, 
or Partiality, in the Cafe. | 

But, fays Mr. Chubb, fo would all Men have 
had their Underftanding to guide them, if no Re- 
velation had been given at all. If Revelation be a 
Kindnefs to one Nation, would it not be equally a 
Kindnefs to all? And has not the giving it to one 
only, at leaft, therefore, the Appearance of great 
Partiality? Mr. Chubb has here a good Simile; 
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If-eve Man, fays he, fhould overtake two Men 
pon the Road, carrying each of them a heavy 
Burden, who were equally wearied with their Four- 
ney, were both at the fame Diftance from their 
Home, and who were, in a// Refpects, equally the 
Objeéts of his Pity, and if he fhould affift one, 
and leave the other to wreftle with his Difficulty, 
when it was equally in his Power, and as eafy for 
him to affift them both; this would be an Inftance 
of great Partiality, and an Indication that it was 
not true Goodne/s, but fome other Motive, which 
excited to the Action. The Application is eafy. 

It may-be yet farther urged, that God may give 
a Revelation to one People only, and lay it on them 
as their Duty to publifh it to the reft of the World ; 
‘and fo it may be given, not only intentionally, but 
eventually to all. 

But when we canfider Mankind, how apt they 
are to betray the Truft repofed in them, how liable 
to corrupt whatever is put into their Hands, to turn 
it to their private Advantage, and to make it fub- 
fervient to quite contrary Purpofes to thofe intended ; 
and when we reflect that al] this is perfectly well 
known to God; is it likely that he, intending a 
Revelation for the Good of a//, fhould leave it in 
the Hands of a few Men to make it fo, feeing it is 
as eafy for him to give it univerfally to all, as to 
one Nation or People only? Add to this, the Op- 
pofition that a Revelation, given in this Way, is 
liable to, and is likely to meet with, fo that it may 
be many Ages before it makes it Way through the 
World, if it does at all; and, confequently, the 
greateft Part of Mankind may lofe the Benefit of 
it. | 

I think the Reader has here had the Subftance of 
Mr. Chubb’s Reprefentation of the Cafe of Mira- 
cles, All he has faid relating to that Subject is not 
here recited. Some Paragraphs, particularly at the 
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Clofe of this eleventh Section, I have not been able 
to judge of, whether they were Objections, An- 
fwers, Obfervations, Recapitulations, or what; fo 
I have wholly pratermitted them: But, I verily be- 
lieve, they contain nothing but what has been taken 
Notice of; for Repetitions and Tautologies, as 
afore-obferved, are tg. be eternally expected from 
our Author, 

In the twelfth Section he tells us, that what he 
has offered, in the foregoing, will warrant us to af- 
firm, *¢ That Miracles, under the moft adyantage- 
«© ous Circumftances, cannot, in the Nature of the 
‘© Thing, afford certain, but only probable Proof, 
‘© that a Revelation is Divine.” 

The Sum of the Argument is. this, wiz. When 
the Circumaftances that attend the Cafe afford a juft 
Foundation for prefumjng that the Facts in Quef- 
tion exceed the Bounds of human Power, and, 
confequently, thae they were produced by the Power 
of fome invifible Being; and likewife, when there 
are other Circumftances which make it likely, thae 
the Miracles wrought were. annexed to the Truth, 
and not to a Lye; and alfo, when there are fuch 
other Circumftances attending the Cafe, as make it 
more likely that God is the Agent in producing 
thofe Bfects, rather shan any other invible Being ; 
thefe Circunsftances cgncurring, Adiracjes afford a 
probable Proof, that the Revelation they are brought 
to vouch for is Divine. 


When Myr. Chubb has thus reduced, as low as | 


poffibly he can, the Evidence which Miracles afford 
for the Divinity of a Revelation, be proceeds, in 
the thirteenth Secon, to infpire us with a proper 
Diffidence of the Reality of Miracles themfelves : 
** For tho’ there may }be Cafes in which we may 
‘© come to a Cergainty of she Truth of thofe Facts, 
‘s and in many others to.a high Degree of Probabi- 
$* hity;, yet. there may be Cafes /o circumftanced, as 
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<s may render thofe Faéts very doubtful; and 
«¢ therefore, the Grounds of our Affent ought care- 
« fully to be examined, left our Credulity fhould 
«© miflead us.” 

He cells us, Man is a Creature not only capable 
of being impotfed upon by others, but likewife of 
impofing upon dimfeif. Here he reminds us of the 
Delufions we are fubject to in Dreams, in the Height 
of a Fever, or inthe Depth of Melancholy, and fome- 
times when we are in none of thefe Circumftances. 
But never are we more difpofed to be deceived, ei- 
ther by others or ourfelves, than when Religion is 
any Way interefted in the Cafe. ** Religion awakens 
«¢ the Paffions, and emgages them in its Favour, — 
¢¢ When Religion is to be propagated, and Men 
«© confider themfelves as heavenly Meffengers ; this 
«© too often intoxicates their Minds, and then they 
ss are difpofed, and (without great Watchfulnefs) 
“sare in Danger of going groundlefsly mte the 
*s Belief of thofe. Facts, which tend to advance the 
«s Intereft they are engaged in.” 

And as Men are thus capable of mifleading them- 
felves, fo fometimes the Delufion is catching. When 
People are under gloomy Apprehenfions, or la- 
bouring under National Calamities, if ome Man 
imagines that he fees Armies fighting in the Clouds, 
and if he reports it to others, they are apt to ima- 
gine they fee the fame; whereas, if each of thofe 
who heard the Report had been feparated from 
that Company, and free of thofe Fears, they would 
not have imagined they had feen any fuch Things. 
Many Faéts of this Kind,- Mr. Chubb fays, of 
which our Senfes may be fuppofed to be Witnefies, 
when throughly confidered, will appear to be very 
uncertain; and of courfe muft be very uncertain 


Evidences, if alledged in Proof of the Divinity of 
‘a Rev elation, 
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Thus ftands the Cafe with Regard to fome of 
thofe Faéts of which we ourfelves are fuppofed. ta 
be Witneffes: But if we are to take thefe, and fome 
others, which may be confidered as miraculous, upon 
the Report of others, and this Report has; paffed 
through feveral Hands, this induces a {till greater 
Degree of Uncertainty. | 

And even fuppofing the Reporter has no prefent 
Intereft in View, this will not always be a juft 
Foundation for relying abfolutely on fome Men’s 
Integrity. Phe acquiring Wealth, and the fecuring 
Life, with its Enjoyments, are not the only Springs 
from-which Diffimulation and Impofition may arife ; 
feeing Men have other Paffions which excite to 
Aétion as ftrongly, and perhaps, with fome, more 
ftrongly than thefe. ** The imaginary Glory which 
‘s arifes from the Confideration of being heavenly 
*¢ Meffengers, and the Concern Men are under to 
<¢ promote the Caufe of God, in which they think 
‘s themfelves engaged, are fufficient to difpofe fome 
«s Men to turn themfelves into every Shape, and to 
“advance any Thing that appears neceffary to 
‘¢ fupport that Caufe, even tho’ it be injurious to 
¢ their worldly Intereft.” 

Further, it is to be enquired concerning the Re- 
porters of Miracles, how far they haveor have not 
fhewn their Jntegrity in other Inftances. And 
yet, ‘¢ if Integrity fhould appear to run thro’ the 
‘© oeneral Courfe of fome Perfons Actions, shat 
<¢ would not be a juft Ground for relying ab/olutely 
upon their Integrity in all Matters of Religion, 
“© becaufe, to fome Perions, Religion fanétifies every 
«¢ Action, and makes thofe Facts appear Good, 
“© which, in any otZer Cafe, would appear to the 
“< fame Perfons exceedingly Evil. For when fome 
«© Men confider. themfelves as engaged in the Caufe 
<< of God and Religion, this may lead them to ufe 
«* their Endeavours to promote thatCaule, in every 

| . way 


a“ 


“ 


no oC om 


¢ 
io vn 








379 The Works of the LEARNED. Art. 20, 


« way in which they are likely to fucceed ; and then 
« they are difpofed to affirm and maintain whatever 
«s feems proper tocarry on the Caufe in which they 
“ are religioufly engaged, without regarding whe- 
© they it be ftrigtly true or not.” 
-. Nay tho’ Diffimulation and Impofition may ftand 
condemed in the Judgment and by the religious Prin- 
ciplesof fuch Men, yet that 1s not always a fufficient 
Ground of Confidence in the Cale before us. ** For 
* when thefe are made Swh/er vient ta the Purpofes of 
¢ Religion, thenfome Men are apt to fee them in 
© another Light, call them by another Name, and fome 
‘ way or other render the Practice of them not only 
¢s eafy, but cemmendable to themfelves And as 
«¢ Miracles are made fubfervient to the Purpoles 
«© of Religion, fo this is a juft Ground for us to a& 
¢ with Caution when we admit them.” . 

Befides, Mr, Chubb fays, there are various otherCir- 
cumftances, fome of which flyengthen, and others 
weaken the Credit of miraculous Reports. As thus, 
the Faét may be of fuch a Nature, as renders it more 
eafy or more difficule to detect a Fraud,: if there be 
any.---Again, it may be performed in an Age and 
Country where and when Miracles are in Reputation, 
and People go ea/ily into the Belief of them; or ina 
Place, when and where Miracles are in di/repute, and 
the Belief of them is not eafily admitted,— Again, the 
Fact may be performed in the open Daylight; and in 
the Face of Society, or it may, be done in the Night, 
or in a Corner, or before two or three Witnefies 
only.——Again, it may be performed before Per- 
fons who are well qualified and di/po/ed to examine 
it firitly ; or before qeak and ignorant People who 
are eafily miMed and impofed upon; or before Per- 
fons who, from other Confiderations, are di/pofed 
to countenance the Report of it. Further, 

If-thole Facts are entered upon Record, and if 
thofe Records are to be Evidences of the Truth of 

thofe 


- ~ & 


"A 





—— 





Art.20. For MAY, 1742; ~ 398 
thofe Faéts, in future Times, then the Credit of fuch 
Records may be either /Prouger or weaker, as different- 
ly circumftanced. Thus, the Facts may be entered 
upon Record at the Time of Performance, and thofe 
Records may be made fo publickat the Time and 
Place of Action, as may not only difpofe, but ren- 
der it very eafy for inquifitive Perfons, on the Spor, 
to examine the Cafe throughly , or. the Faéts ma 
be entered upon Record, ten, or iqwenty, or thirty 
Years after Performance, and may be made publick 
in Places far diftant from the Place of Aétion, or. 
be kept as a facred Treafure in the Hands of Be- 
Jievers: As thefe latter Circumftances would render 2 
ftriét Scrutiny into the Cafe exceeding difficult, if not 
impoffible, all Attempts that way mutt be difcouraged 
and prevented; and confequently, a Fraud, under 
fuch Circumftances, could not eafily be -deteffed ; 
which muft render the Credit of fuch Records fo much 
the weaker. “ Conftant Experience fhews how 
«s hard a thing it is to come at the Truth of Pats 
‘© performed but Yeferday, and in the next Parifh; 
‘* and this Difficulty of courfe muft excrea/é in Pro- 
“© portion to the Diffance of Time and Place the 
«© Faéts may be performed in, or of’ their bei 
‘¢ entered upon Record, or making thofe Records 
© publick ; and other Circumftances may intervene, 
‘¢ which may encreafe that Difficulty. Befides, who 
“ would take the Pains of examining into the 
“Truth of a Fact performed tem, or twenty 
«© Years before, and an Hundred or two Hundred 
© Miles diftant from him; the Troublefomenefs of 
“ the Work, and the /ist/e Likelybood of obtaining a 
«* rational Satisfaction, are furely fufficient Bars to. 
«¢ fuch an Undertaking.” Mr. Chubd proceeds, 
Miracles, at a Di/tance, more efpecially when re- 
lating to the prefent Queftion, are Things of which, 
in fome Inftances at leaft, ic is difficult to attain to 
a high Degree of Probability, much more to any. 
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Certainty.———And tho’ the Circumftances that at- 
tend Miracles ought in fome Meafure to be our 
Guide; yet Experience fhews, that the very fame 
Circumftances, at leaft fuch as feem the fame, at 
different Times, and to different Perfons, do not 
become a like Foundation for Credit, or the con- 
trary, with Reference to them. This Mr. Chubb 
exemplifies by the Cafe of a Miracle faid to have 
been done in the Ceveznes, Auguft 1703, and at- 
tefted by Fobn Cavalier of Sauve, on January 31. 
3706, at London, who related it as an Eye-witnefs, 
The Story was printed at length in a Book, entitled 
44 Cry from the Defert, whence Mr. Chubb has 
tranfcribed it. The Perfon on whom this Miracle 
was wrought, was one Clary, who ftood in the 
Midft of a great Fire, kindled for the Purpofe, 
above a quarter of an Hour, without being in the 
Jeaft hurt, or having fo much as his Cloathes or Hair 
finged thereby. 

Here we have the Relation of a Fact of an extra- 
ordinary Nature, done lately, and not faroff us. Ie 
feems to be above the Produce of Fuggle or Slight 
of Hand. It was performed before a great Number 
of Witnefes, by Computation not lefs than Iooo. 
Thofe Witneffes were Perfons who fuffered Perfecu- 
tion for the Sake of their Religion, were eminent 
for their great Piety, were reputed oneft, and 
could not poffibly have any worldly Advantage: 
in view to difpofe them to engage in or to coun- 
tenance a Fraud; as the Government they lived un- 
der, greatly oppofed that zew Di/pen/ation they were 
Believers in, and the Minifters they followed. 

Now tho’ all thefe Circumftances concur in Fa- 
vour of the Miracle abovementioned, by which ic 
may feem that a Fraud could have been more ea/ilp 
deteéted in this Cafe, if there was any, than in many 
other Cafes of like kind; yet, fays Mr. Chudd, 
who is there that thinks he has proper and fufficrent 
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Ground to juftify his crediting this Fact, or that 
can fhew fufficient Reafon why he fhould not? And 
he thinks it may anfwered, perhaps not ome in tex 
of the Multitude of Believers that are now in the 
World. “© The Miracle referred to was wrought 
‘© infavour of anew Di/penfation, and a new Minif- 
‘s try introduced to propagate it; and fuppofing it 
«< to have been ever fo well attefted, yet it would 
« have been under a Difadvantage, as the Gener- 
«« ality of Believers were fo ftrongly prejudiced in fa- 
<< vour of cld Miracles, as not to admit of any 
© new 3 and this will be the Cafe of all mew Dif- 
«¢ penfations till they get the better of thofe Pre- 
‘< judices. If the new Difpenfation referred to, 
‘¢ and the new Miniftry introduced to propagate 
“¢ it, viz. The modern Prophets, had gained the 
«© Afcendant over thofe Prejudices which lay againtft 
‘© them, and aad fucceeded by generally prevailing 
«© inthe World, then, no doubt, the aforemention- 
¢¢ ed Fact would have been admitted as unqueftion- 
<¢ ably true, by all who believed in this new Dif- 
‘¢ penfation ; and every Circumftance relating to 
«© this Miracle would have been introduced and 
‘© imbellifbed, in order to fupport its Credit; but 
‘«« whereas the Difpenfation and Miniftry referred 
«¢ to, have not generally prevailed, but feem rather 
‘¢ to fink and die away; fo the very Knowledge of 
«© the forementioned Miracle feems likewife to die 
¢¢ away with them.” 

Perhaps it may be faid, that tho’ the Faé before- 
mentioned was feen, as it is faid, bya Multitude of 
Speftators 5 yet that Circumftance refts wholly up- 
on the Authority of Mr. Cavalier’s Teftimony, which 
may feeniat leaft to weaken its Credit; for he being 
to usthe fole Voucher of the Miracle, our Affurance 
thereof is but the fame as if hgonly had been a Wit- 
nefs of it. 


To 








374 The Works of the LEARNED. Aft. 20, 


_ Towhiech, Mr. Chubb notes, it may be ‘replied, 
there are many other Miracles, whofe Truth is not 
enerally doubted of, faid to be done before many 
stneffes, which Circumftance we have no other Au- 
thority for, than the bare Teftimony of the Hiftorian, 
who, perhaps, may not have been a Witnefs to 
thoie Enéts himfelf; ‘* and therefore if this Cir- 
“ cumftance, viz. Its having been feen by many,is of 
“© Jittle or no Weight in the prefent Cafe ; then, by 
<¢ parity of Reafon, it muft be of little or noWeight 
¢¢ in other Cafes under the fame Circumftance.” 
‘Perhaps it may be urged, that as much Credit is to 
be given totheReport of Miraclesas to other hiftorical 
Relations, Mr. Chabb anf{wers,this may be the Cafe in 
Some Inftances, and notin others; and different Facts 
may have aap Foundations for Credit, tho’ re- 
corded in the fame Hiftory. ‘* That there was 
‘© fuch 4 Perfon as Conffantine the Great, is confi- 
*t dered as a Matter of Fact; and that he and his 
‘« Soldiers faw the Figure of a Crofs inthe Heavens, 
“ is likewife confidered as a matter of Fact; but 
“¢ then the latter of thofe Facts does not ftand up- 
‘ ona like Foot of Credibility with the former, fup- 
*< pofing them both to be related in the fame Hif- 
“* tory; there being a Variety of Circumftances 
‘¢ which afford a proper Foundation for Credit with 
“ refpeét to the former, whereas thofe Circum- 
<¢ ftances are wanting with regard tothe latter; and 
<¢ therefore there is not a like Foundation for Credit 
“¢ with refpect to it, even tho’ Conffantine and all 
“ bis Army had become Vouchers in the Cafe. 
«© Chriftianity wasthen fruggling with, and lifting 
‘* up its Head above Paganifm in the Roman Em- 
pire; and Conftantine and his Soldiers confidered 
© themfelves as fighting under the Banner of their 
‘© Heavenly Captain, and as their Succefs naturally 
«s intoxicated their Minds, by giving too great a 
«© Brifknefs to their Spirits, fo this difpofed them to 
imagine 
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«© imagine that they faw and heard any Thing prods- 
** gious that was ftatted, if it appeared to favour 
&¢ theirCaufe.” | | 

lé may be urged, that if the Proof arifing from 
Miracles is as good asthe Natute of the thing will 
admit, it is unreafonable t6 require Getter than che 
Nature of the Thing will allow, and that- in cafe 
of Difficulty a wife Man would not run any Fiazard, 
but would allways-chufe the /afer Side. : 

To this it may be anfwered, it is true that futh 
a Demand would be very unreafonable ; bucthen itis 
alike anreafonable, inany Cafe, to require A fient where 
there is no Proof, or to réquite a ftronger Affent 
than properly arifes from the Evidence. And as this 
concerning Miracles, and every Queftion, ought to be 
examined with the utmoft Fairne/s, fo every Man 
ought to allow the Force of every Argument, whether 
theProofarifing from it be certain, or only probable ; 
and whether that Probability be greater or /e/s, be for 
or againft theQueftion in Debate ;and then, ifa Man 
acts boneftly and uprightly in this Cafe, he cannot be 
fuppofed to run any Hazard, asto the Favour of 
God, and his Safety in another World; becaufe, 
to admit fuch a Suppofition, would be to paint out 
God in the worft of Colours, and to reprefent him 
as acting a moft Unrighteous Part by his ‘Creatures, 
For if it is right and fit to give ourAflent where pro- 
per Evidence appears, it muft be equally as fr to 
with-bold our Affenit, whete that Evidence is ‘want- 
ing. 

The Reader has here before him a fummary View 
of Mr. Chube’s Doktrine concerning Miracles, as 
employed in attefting the Divinity of a Revelation. 
He may compare this Abftraét with that of Dr. 
Sykes’s Book on the fame Subjeét, which we ‘printed 
in our Hiltory of March latt; and judge for ‘him- 
felf, who argues moft confiftently, and upon the 
moft juft and folid Principles; asthe Doétor’s Dif- 
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courfe.was intended fora kind of counter-Part to this, 

Mr. Chubb, in page 92 of this Treatife, obferves, 
that when the Generality of any People are great/y 
prejudiced in Favour of any Fact or Miracle, 
then what is offered in Favour of fuch Faé 
or Miracle, meets with general Acceptance, whe- 
ther the Argument be of Weight or not. Of this 
kind, he thinks, we have an Inftance, in a Piece, en- 
titled The Tryal of the Witneffes of the Refurrec- 
tion of Fefus. This Tract has been very much 
efteem’d 2nd applauded ; has paffed feveral Editions ; 
and is fuppofed to have been wrote by a moft learn- 
ed and worthy Prelate of this Kingdom. However 
Mr. Chubb judges, if this Trial were to be fairly 
tried, it might, perhaps, appear not to be altoge- 
ther worthy of the high Character it has obtained. 
But I have nothing more to do with this Charge 
than barely to tell the Reader, it is exhibited in the 
Book I am giving an acount of. 

Mr. Chubb likewifé expreffes his apprehenfion, 
that the Stebbings and the Horlers of the Age may 
find out fomething or other in this Difcourfe, (like 
as in his Book, intitled Zhe true Gofpel of Fefus 
Chrift afferted) to ground the Imputations of Heg- 
theni{m and Athei/(m upon. He makes fome Re- 
fle€tions on the paft Behaviour of thefe Gentlemen 
towards him. 

At theConclufion he tells us, that as he has treated 
the Subject which he has been handling with P/ain- 
nes, Fairne/s, aud Freedom, {o he has done it with 
this View, viz. That the Cau/e of Iruth might be 
ferved thereby, on whatever fide of the Queftion 
it proves to be. 

The Appendix, which is very gravely recom- 
mended to the Confideration of Mr. Warburton, 
and which, I dare fay, contains nothing, but what that 
great Man had confidered much, and long ago, is 
defigned to prove, from feveral Paffages of Scripture, 

that 
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that our Lord Jefus Chrift maintained, that the Doc- 
trine of a future State of Retribution was plainly 
taught by Mo/es and the Prophets: And he thinks 
there is no avoiding this Conclufion, shat a future 
State of Rewards and Punifbments was really and 
clearly taught by Mofes and the Prophets ; but by 
faying one or other of thefe two Things, either, 
firft, that our Saviour did not rightly underftand 
Maofes and the Prophets, touching this Matter; or, 
fecondly, that there was another Mo/es and the 
Prophets, who had taught thofe Doétrines plainly 
and clearly; which other Mo/es and the Prophets 
we are not acquainted with. | 





ARTICLE XxXI. 


N the firft Article of the laft Month, befides a 

general Idea of the Exglifh Tranflation of the 
Hiiftory and Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences at Pris, undertaken by certain Bookfellers 
of London, there named, and performed by Fobs 
Martyn, F.R.S. we inferted fome Extracts trom 
the Papers belonging to the Year 1699, with which 
the firft Volume of the faid Tranflation begins: 
We will now goon, in Purfuance of our Defign, 
to give our Readers a View. of the Subjeéts of the 
enfuing Year, viz. 1700. , 

And here, in that Part called the Aifory, we have 
Difcourfes on, I. Some Singularities of . France. 
If, On the apparent Largenefs of the Horizontal 
Moon. III. Ona Body of Fire feen in Normandy. 
IV. On the Yellow Amber, -V.. On a Change 
made in the Texture of. Bodies by exterior Motion 
only. VI. On the trembling of the Nerves of a 
Frog-after Death. VII. On a Stone found in the 
Bladder of a Mare, VIII. On a monftrous dauble 
Leveret, IX, Ona new Telefcope-Glafs. X.-On 
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the Centres of Converfion, and on Frictions. XI- 
On the Bodies which fwim in Liquors. XII. A 
Deteétion of a falfe Report of the perpetual Mo- 
tion being difcovered, and the Impoffibility of it 
demonftrated. 

In the Memoirs we find, I. An Obfervation on 
the Barometer, Thermometer, and Quantity of Rain 
and Snow-water, that fell at Paris in the Royal 
Obfervatory, during the Year 1699, by M. de la 
Hire. 1, A new Manner of rendring Barometers 
luminous, by M. Beraoully, Profeflor at Groninguen. 
IIL Remarks on the Conftruétion of Pendulum- 
Clocks, by M. de Ja Hire. IV. An Extract of 
fome Letters written from Portugal and Brazil, by 
M. Coupler the Son, to the Abbe Bignon, Prefident 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences. V. A general 
Method of throwing Bombs, in all Cafes propofed, 
with an univerfal, Inftrument for this Purpofe, by 
M. de la Hire. 

The firft Article above-mentioned, of the Hi/tory 
of the Academy, relates to fome Singularities of 
France. The Academy had received Information 
of an inacceffible Mountain in Dauphiny, named 
Montagne P Aguille, on Account of its Figure, being 
fomewhat like an inverted Fruftum of a Pyramid. 
They had been told alfo of a Grotto in the fame 
Province, attended with many wonderful Circum- 
ftances. They publifhed the Account they received 
of the firft as genuine: But they afterwards found 
ic to be a Mifreprefentation, and have told the 
World fo in another Volume. The Grotto, like- 
wife, on M. Dieulament’s Infpection of it, loft 
Abundance of the Marvellous: And fo did fonie 
Floating-Iflands, in a Lake near St. Omer’s, about 
which ftrange Things had been reported ; but, upon 
a judicious Examination, they dwindled into Tufts 
of the Roots of Grafs, mixt with a little fat Earth, 
light enough, I fuppofe, to fwim.— Natural Hiitory 
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in general would probably lofe much of the Stu- 
pendous, if it were to be fubjected to a fcrupulous 
Inquiry of accurate and faithful Obfervers, 

The apparent Largenefs of the Horizontal Moon, 
fpoken of in the fecond Article of this Hiftory, is 
a Phsenomenon by which feveral eminent Philofo- 
phers have been much embarrafied. F. Gouye de- 
{pifes the Solutions of Defzartes and Gaffendus, 
which are, in Truth, far from fatisfactory ; and 
offers this for his own: ** When the Moon is in 
«© the Horizon, ‘near the Earth, the thicker Va- 
‘¢ pours, with which this Planet is then encompaffed, 
«¢ with Regard to us, have the fame Effeét with a 
«¢ ‘Wall placed behind a Column, which then ap- 
‘¢peats much bigger than if it ftood by itfelf, and 
<< was encompafied on all Sides by an enlightned 
s¢ Air, -Befides, a fluted Column appears bigger 
‘«¢ than a-plain one, becaufe the Flutings make fo 
<¢ many particular Objects, which by their Multi- 
<¢ tude give Room to imagine, that the total Ob- 
<< jet which they compofe is of a greater Bulk. 
<¢ It is much the fame with al] the Objeéts that are 
«© {pread on that Part of the Horizon, with which 
«© the Moon correfponds when it is near them; 
«« which caufes it to appear greater when it rifes 
‘«« behind Trees, the Intervals between which being 
‘¢ clofer and more obfervable, have almoft the fame 
«¢ Effect on the apparent Diameter of this Planet, 

as a great Number of Flutings will have on 
the Body of a Pillar.” 

Article the [Xth difcovers to us an Improvement 
in Dioptricks, by Mr. T/chirnhaus. 1 wonder, if it 
be fo confiderable as it here appears, it has not been 
more cultivated amongft the Virtuo. | 

M. Tjchirnbaus, we are told, wrought a Glafs, 
Convex on both Sides, of 32 Feet Focus, and two 
Rhenifh Feet in Diameter. All Dioptricks feem to 
be reverfed by the Effects which it produces: For 


Cc 2 Example, 


*~ 
ms 


~ 
“ 









































[SS ae ee 


aa ES 





380, The Works of the Learnen. Art, a1: 


Example, the common Object-glafies of Telefcopes, 
tho’ {mall enough already, have very little Aper- 
ture left them; and yet M. Z/chirnubaus leaves his 
quite open, notwithftanding it is fo large. It may 
be ufed without any Eye-glafs, which is a very 
great Advantage ; for the more Glafles there are in 
a Telefcope, the more Rays there are reflected 
upon their Surfaces, which are loft to the Obfervers, 
M. Zchirnbaus affirmed, that Objects fhewed them- 
felves more clear with this fingle Glafs, than they 
had ever been feen with Telefcopes; nay, that they 
appeared more clear than to the naked Eye, altho’ 
fome Reflections of Rays are neceflarily made upon 
this Glafs; but this Lofs is, probably, more than 
recompenfed, by the great Number of Rays in the 
fame Point, which the great Extent of its Surface 
and Focus caufes to enter into the Eye. This 
Glafs may alfo be ufed without a Tube, and in 
another Manner than that which Mr. Huygens men- 
tions in his Afrofcopy: For the Object fhews it- 
felf always diftinctly, notwithftanding the Rays of 
the Sun which pafs between it and the Eye. 

The Space which may be feen at once with this 
Glafs, is of an incredible Size. M. TZ/chirnbaus 
declared, that without Tube or Fye-glafs, he had 
feen very diftinétly, at Noon, an entire Town, at 
the Diftance of a German Mile and a half. 

Article the XIIth contains a Demonttration of 
the Impoffibility of a perpetual Motion; and that by 
this fingle Reafon, viz. That all the Parts of a 
Machine have a common Centre of Gravity; that 
while they turn round an Axis or fixed Point, 
which ever it be, this common Centre of Gravity 
finds itfelf neceffarily in one Situation, where it is 
Jower than in any other, and that prefently all muft 
ftop: For fince there is a Point where the Force, 
which many Bodies have to defcend, is entirely re- 
united, as foon as this Point cannot defcend any 
more, 
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more, all thefe Bodies muft remain fixed. And. 
there muft inevitably be this Point of Reft for all 
the Machines poffible. 

The fecond Article of the Memoirs of the Aca- 
demy for the Year 1700, is extracted from a Letter 
of M. Bernoully, written from Grominguen, whera 
he was Profeflor, Fune 19, 1707, concerning a new 
Manner of rendring Barometers luminous. 

M. Bernoully having read, in a little Book, ene. 
titled, 4 Treatife of Barometers and Hygrometers, 
the extraordinary Phaznomenon which happened in 
1675, to the Barometer of the late M. Picard, viz. 
That interrupted Light which be perceived by Chance 
in the Motion of the Quickfilver, by carrying the 
Barometer from one Place to another, when it was 
very dark; he judged it worthy of fome Reflecti- 
ons; and the more, becaufe the Author of this 
Treatife invites the Curious to perfect this Difcove- 
ty; and fays, that in thofe Experiments which 
have been aJready made of it, on many other Ba- 
rometers, to fec if the fame Thing would happen, 
there was but one found which came near that of 
M. Picard; probably it might-be that of M. Ca/- 
fini, in which M. du Hamel fays there had been 
obferved the fame Effect, tho’ lefs vifible than in 
the other. M. Berzouily therefore applied himfelf 
to it; and, after having made fome Obfervations 
on this Subject, accompanied with proper Experir 
ments, the Succefs of which anfwered his Defires, 
and were conformable to the Reafoning which he 
had made 4 priori, he feems to have difcovered the 
true Caufe of this Pheznomenon, and a Way of 
making a very lively Light appear in all Barome- 
ters without Diftinction, at all Times, and-in all 
Places: So that here is a new kind of perpetual 
Pho'phorus, which does not confume like thofe 
made by the Chymitts, 

Ce 2 Before 
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Before, he explains his Reafoning, he tells us, that 
the fame Evening on which he read of this Pheno- 
menon, he made Trial of it on his Barometer, 
which had been proved about a Month: He carried 
it into the Dark, he ballanced it lightly at firft, 
but without any Succefs, not perceiving in it the 
Jeaft Light: But-at aft, having ballanced it vio- 
lently, (which he could do without Danger of 
breaking the Tube, or fpilling the Quickfilver) he 
obferved, that when the Quickfilver (rifing and 
fallmg with great Quicknefs through a long Part of 
the Tube) was quite at the Bottom, it caft a very 
weak Light, which vanifhed as foon as the Mer- 
cury began to re-afcend. This made him think, 
that the Reafon which the Author of the Treatife 
alledges, why this Light had not yet appeared in 
any but in one Barometer only, which was, that as 
to the others, they had not perbaps been long enough 
tried, could have no Weight, fince his Barometer 
had been tried but about four Weeks. 

’ After this Experiment, he refolved to try, whe- 
ther fome farther Conjectures of that Author, rela- 
ting to this Phasnomenon, were to be admitted : 
Who fays, that the other Barometers had not the 
fame Effect, whether it was that they were not 
Jufficiently cleared of the dir, or that the Quick- 
filver was not fine enough, To be certain of this, 
M. Bernoully, after having carefully cleanfed a 
Quantity of Quickfilver, by forcing it through the 
Pores of a Bit of Leather, put it into a Receiver, 
from which he drew out the Air, and left it therein 
24 Hours, to give the Particles of Air, which were 
mixed therewith, Time to evaporate. After having 
thus purified it, he filled a Tube with it, in the com: 
mon Manner, with all the Precaution poffible, to hin- 
der any {mall Bubbles of Air from remaining : But the 
Barometer, thus mounted, had not any better Effect 
than the above-mentioned ; for let him ballance the 
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Quickfilver never fo violently, hardly could he 
produce that weak Glimmering which fhewed t- 
felf, and vanifhed away almoft in the fame Inftant. 
He left the Barometer in this State for common 
Ufe, having thought it a Pity to take it to Pieces, 
after having taken fo much Trouble and Care. to 
put ic together fo exactly, that there was not the 
leaft Particle of grofs Air, either in the empty Part 
of the Tube, or among the Quickfilver. He then 
concluded, from this fecond t’xperiment, that the Jat- 
ter Conjectures of the Author of the Treatife’ afore- 
mentioned, had no Validity; or, at leaft, that nei- 
ther the purifying of the Quickfilver, nor the per- 
feét Vacuum of the Upper-part of the Tube, was 
the principal Caufe of the Appearance of this Light. 
He therefore fought for the true Caufe of it; and 
thus he reafoned: As the Light does not appear 
every Time the Barometer is ballanced, but when the 
Vacuum is made; that is, only in the Defcent of the 
Quickfilver ; he apprehended, that when the Quick- 
filver defcends, there muft go out of it, and re-afcend 
at the fame Inftant, a very thin and fubtile Matter, to 
fill Part of that Space of the Tube, which the Mer- 
cury leaves: I fay a Part, becaufe we may well 
believe, that the Pores of the Glafs being without 
doubt larger than thofe of the Quickfilver, (as ap- 

ears by the Lightnefs of the one, and the great 
Heavinefs of the other) there enters at the fame 
Time, through the Pores of the Tube, another 
Matter, much more fubtile than the grofs Air, but 
much lefs fo than that which goes out of the Quick- 
filver: And thefe two Matters, mixing together 
immediately, fill the Space which the Quickfilver, 
by its Defcent, leaves to them. : 

_M. Defcartes has fhewn in his Principles of Pbilo- 
Sophy, PartIV. Art. LVIIL. that among the Parti- 
cles of Quickfilver there are Interftices, that cannot 
be filled except by the fineft Matter, that is, by 
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chat of the firft Element. He alfo makes Light to 
be caufed by the moft rapid Motion of the Matter 
of the firft Element, affembled in fome particular 
Space, and in the Effort which it makes on the 
celeftial Globules. M. Bernoully therefore judges, 
that while the Particles of the firft Element are dif- 

d in thefe little Interftices, and in a Man- 
ner opprefied by the terreftial Parts of the Quick- 
filver, they acquire this rapid Motion, or act or 
make joint Efforts to produce the Light, but 
as foon as, by the Defcent of the Quickfilver, 
thefe go plentifully out of it, they unite together; 
and being thus at once difengaged from all other 
Matter, they take that rapid Courfe which is na- 
tural to them when they are free ; and by the Effort 
which they make on the celeftial Globules which 
meet them, they produce this Light. M. Bernoully 
affigns the Reafon why this Light is only obferved 
in the Defcent of the eres why it always 
accompanies the Top of it, and is in a Manner 
fixed to its upper Surface; why the Light pro- 
duced in a Defcent is not lafting; and why on 
the finifhing of .each Defcent, this Light is at an 
end, and immediately vanifhes. 

He then enters upon the principal Points, and 
fhews why this Light does not difcover itfelf in all 
Barometers, and why it has not been obferved till 
now, except in two or three: As alfo, propofes 
the Way of remedying this, and making it infalli- 
bly appear in all Barometers, at all Times, and 
with a furprifing Vivacity, provided the Experi. 
ment be made in avery dark Place. 

It is obfervable, that if we expofe Quickfilver to 
the open Air, we fhall find at the End of fome 
Time, the Surface thereof covered with a very thin 
Pellicle. And as this happens to al] Mercury which 
the Air touches, M. Bernoully fuppofes, that it is 
this Pellicle which hinders the appearing of the 
Light 
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Light in thofe Barometérs, which have been filled 
in the common Manner. He conceives the Thing 
to be thus: When People make a Barometer, they 
take a Tubé hermetically fealed at one End,. and 
into the othef they pour Quickfilver, which falls’ 
Drop by Drop: along the Tube, fo that each Drop 
by penetrating and dividing the Air from the Top’ 
to the Bottom, carries away with it all the Impu- 
rities of that heterogeneous Fluid; which is the 
Caufe, that in this Moment employed in running: 
along the Tube, the Quickfilver is more loaded 
with the Matter of the Pellicle we are fpeaking of, 
than it would be in two or three Days, if fimply 
expofed to the Air. Bur ‘then by the Fall of the 
Drops one upon another, and by the Preffure of the 
Quickfilver, thefe particular Pellicles eafily break, 
to permit a Continuity’ in the Quickfilver, and are 
obliged, as Excrements, to retire out of the inner’ 
Subftance of it, and place themfelves on every Side’ 
betwixt the concave Surface of the Tube, and the 
convex of the Quickfilver. Thus then is the whole 
mercurial Column involved i this very thin Skin, as 
with a Cuticle ; and it is to be fuppofed, that the hori-- 
zontal and upper Surface thereof may be covered with 
a thicker Pellicle than any other Part of the Surface 
of the Cylinder, becaufe it thickens partly by thofe 
Remainders: of the Cuticle which may have’ ad: 
hered: to the empty Part of the Tube, and which 
are at laft loofened, and fall again on the mercurial 
Column, and partly by thofe which are below, and 
are thruft up by the Weight of the Quickfilver. 
Therefore, for his laft Conclufion, M. Bernonlly 
fays, that this Pellicle which occupies the upper Part 
of the Quickfilver, as thin-as it appears to our Eyes, 
covers fo well the Pores of the Surface of it, that 
it fhuts up either wholly, or in a great Part, the 
Paffage to the Matter of the firft Element, which 
by its violent Motion aldne can produce Light ; 
whence 
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whence it follows, that in Barometers, which are 
filled in the common Manner, there will appear 
none; or very ‘little. | 

_ Thus has M, Bernoully reafonea on the Caufe of 
fo ftrange an Effect. But he has not ftopped here; 
he-has confirmed his Doctrine by Experiments. He 
contrived two Ways of hindering the mercurial Co- 
lumn from being covered with this Cuticle, both 
which fucceeded: very well. 

Firff, He took a Glafs-Tube 3 Feet and an half 
long, open at both Ends, which he fcoured and 
cleanfed well on the Infide, that he might leave there- 
in neither Filth nor Moifture. Having plunged: 
one End thereof a little Way in Quickfilver con- 
tained in a large Veffel, the moft obliquely that the 
Rim of the Veffel would permit, he applied his 
Mouth to the other End of the Tube, and began 
to fuck ;:and, in this Manner, he eafily made the 
Quickfilver afcend to theTop of theTube, and even 
drew fome Drops of it into his Mouth ; whereupon 
he made a Sign to one, whom he had inftructed for 
this Purpofe, to ftop with his Finger the lower 
End the Tube which was dipped in the Quick- 
filver. It muft be noted here, by the way, that 
he finifhed raifing the er by one Suction 
alone; left, had .he fetched Breath, and fucked 
again, there might have entered into the Tube a 
little Breath or Spittle. The Tube being thus filled, 
while his Affiftant held the lower End of it ftopped 
with his Finger, he clofed the upper End with a 
ftrong Cement. After which, the other Perfon taking 
away his Finger from the End which was yet dipped 
in the, ftagnant Mercury, M. Bernoully raifed the 
Tube perpendicular, and the Quickfilver defcended 
to its Equilibrium as ufual; and now he had the 
Pleafure to fee, thatit left no Scum adhering to the 
empty Part of the Tube, as in Tubes which are 
fiJied after the common ‘Manner, 
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Thus was he fure of having a Barometer, whofe 
mercurial Column was entirely divefted of this Cu- 
ticle, fo fatal to others. Mean while, to make the 
Experiment more conveniently, without the Hazard 
of {pilling the Quickfilver by removing or ballancing 
of it, he took. the Tube out of the -large Vefiel, 
keeping the lower End of it. ftopped with his Fin- 
ger, and put it into a narrower and deeper Veffel, 
which was half filled with Quickfilver. © This’ be- 
ing done, he impatiently waited for Night ;_ which 
being come, he took his Barometer thus prepared, 
the T'ubein his Ieft-Hand, and the Veffel in which 
the lower End of it was .immerged in his Right, and 
as foon as he was in the Dark, he inftantly per- 
ceived, without having yet ballanced the Barometer, 
very vivid Lights, which were caufed only by the 
little Shakings, impreffed on the mercurial Column 
by the Motion of removing it: There appeared at 
each Defcent fuch an exquifite Light, that it illu- 
minated the neareft Objects, in. fuch a Manner that 
he could thereby well enough difcern fome Letters 
of a moderate Size, at a Foot Diftance. : He was 
pleafed to fee the Event thus entirely anfwered his 
Expectations, and fo much the more, as it was an 
Experiment not made by Chance, but a deliberate 
Act founded on the Principles of his own Reafon- 
ing. This Light appeared fo eafily, that the moft 
infenfible Vibrations, which. hardly made the Quick- 
filver rife and fall the Thicknefs of a Knife, pro- 
duced neverthelefs the moft vivid Lights. - The 
following Days he repeated this Experiment with 
three or four other Tubes, which he filled after the 
fame Manner; .and not one of them failed of ex- 
hibiting the fame Phanomena; which emboldened 
him to afflert, that all Barometers, prepared in the 
Manner he has defcribed, will. fhew at all Times 
the Effect taken Notice of in that of M. Picard, 
and perhaps much more vigoroufly, . 
| The 
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whence it follows, that in Barometers, which are 
filled in the common Manner, there will appear 
none; or: very little. | 
_ Thus has M, Bermnoully reafoned on the Caufe of 
fo ftrange an Effect. But he has not ftopped here; 
he-has confirmed his Doctrine by Experiments. He 
contrived two Ways of hindering the mercurial Co- 
lumn from being covered with this Cuticle, both 
which fucceeded: very well. 

Firff, He took a Glafs-Tube 3 Feet and an half 
long, open.at both Ends, which he fcoured and 
cleanfed well on the Infide, that he might leave there- 


in neither Filth nor Moifture. Having plunged: 


one End thereof a little Way in Quickfilver con- 
tained in a large Veffel, the moft obliquely that the 
Rim of the Veffel would permit, he applied his 
Mouth to the other End of the Tube, and began 
to fuck ; and, in this Manner, he eafily made the 
Quickfilver afcend to theTop of the Tube, and even 
drew fome Drops of it into his Mouth ; whereupon 
he made a Sign to one, whom he had inftructed for 
this Purpofe, to ftop with his Finger the lower 
End the Tube which was dipped in the Quick- 
filver. It muft be noted here, by the way, that 
he finifhed raifing the ere by one Suction 
alone; left, had .he fetched Breath, and fucked 
again, there might have entered into the Tube a 
lictle Breath or Spittle. The Tube being thus filled, 
while his Affiftant held the lower End of it ftopped 
with his Finger, he clofed the upper End with a 
{trong Cement. After which, the other Perfon taking 
away his Finger from the End which was yet dipped 
in the, ftagnant Mercury, M. Bernoully raifed the 
Tube perpendicular, and the Quickfilver defcended 
to its Equilibrium as ufual; and now he had the 
Pleafure to fee, thatit left no Scum adhering to the 
empty Part of the Tube, as in Tubes which are 
fiJied after the common ‘Manner, 
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Thus was he fure of having a Barometer, whofe 
mercurial Column was entirely divefted of this Cu- 
ticle, fo fatal to others. Mean while, to make the 
Experiment more conveniently, without the Hazard 
of {pilling the Quickfilver by removing or ballancing 
of it, he took. the Tube out of the -large Vefie, 
keeping the lower End of it. ftopped with his Fin- 
ger, and put it into a narrower and deeper Veffel, 
which was half filled with Quickfilver. © This -be- 
ing done, he impatiently waited for Night ; which 
being come, he took his Barometer thus prepared, 
the Tube in his Ieft-Hand, and the Veffel in which 
the lower End of it was.immerged in his Right, and 
as foon as he was in the Dark, he inftantly per- 
ceived, without having yet ballanced the Barometer, 
very vivid Lights, which were caufed only by the 
little Shakings, impreffed on the mercurial Column 
by the Motion of removing it: There appeared at 
each Defcent fuch an exquifite Light, that it illu- 
minated the neareft Objects, in. fuch a Manner that 
he could thereby well enough difcern fome Letters 
of a moderate Size, at a Foot Diftance. : He was 
pleafed to fee the Event thus entirely anfwered his 
Expectations, and fo much the more, as it was an 
Experiment not made by Chance, -but a deliberate 
Act founded on the Principles of his own Reafon- 
ing. ThisLight appeared fo eafily, that the moft 
infenfible Vibrations, which. hardly made the Quick- 
filver rife and fall the Thicknefs of a Knife, pro- 
duced neverthelefs the moft vivid Lights. - The 
following Days he repeated this Experiment with 
three or four other Tubes, which he filled after the 
fame Manners; :and not one of them failed of ex- 
hibiting the fame Phanomena; which emboldened 
him to affert, that all Barometers, prepared .in the 
Manner he has defcribed, will. fhew at all Times 
the Effect taken Notice of in that of M. Picard, 
and perhaps much more vigoroufly. : 
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The, feeond Way which M. Bernoully contrived 
to fill the Tube with Quickfilver, without the Mer- 
curial Column being covered with the abovefaid 
Pellicle,, was this: He took a very clean Tube, 
open at one End only, which he plunged into 
Quickfilver contained in a Veffel ; he then erected 
_it perpendicularly ; fo that there was yet nothing 
but Air in the Tube, To draw the Air out of this 
Tube, he covered it and the Veffel in which the 
open End was immerged, with a Glafs- Receiver, 
made ia the Form of a Bell, the Top of which 
was purpofely extended into a long Tail, to contain 
the Tube, as the Sheath contains the Blade of a 
Sword. He then applied the Receiver, with the . 
Tube and the Veffel wichin it, to the Air-Pump ; 
by Means of which he drew the Air out of the Re- 
ceiver, and thus at the fame Time out of the Tube ; 
which Air not being able to go out at the Upper- 
End, which was ftopped, went out with a little 
Bubbling through the End which was dipped in the 
Quickfilver. After having drawn the Air from the 
Receiver and from the Tube, the moft exaétly he 
could, he let.it again into the Receiver ; but this 
Air not being able to re-enter the Tube, becaufe of 
the Quickfilver in the Veffel, which hindred it by 
its Preffure, ic thruft the Quickfilver into the Tube 
to the Height of 24 or 25 Inches. The Quick- 
filver being thus raifed, he judged, that it muft be 
quite ftripped of its Cuticle; fince the very Top of 
the mercurial Column could not touch the Air, ex- 
cept by that little which remained in the Tube, 
which, by Reafon of its extreme Rarefa¢tion, 
could not alrer the Top of the Quickfilver, and 
much lefs the Remainder of the Mercurial Co- 
Jumn, the leaft Part of which had not been ex- 
pofed to the Air in afcending. 

In effect, when he made the Experiment the 
Night following, the Light appeared io this Tube 
with 
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with the fame Strength, and in like Manner, as in 
the other, which had been prepared in the preceding 
Method. By which we. may alfo be fatisied, that 
the Air which remained in the empty Part of the 
Tube, could not at all hinder the Light from be- 
ing feen; and therefore we may judge, that if it 
does not appear in the Barometers. filled in the 
common Manner, it is not becaufe they are not 
cleanfed from the Air, but only becaufe the Quick- 
filver contained in the Tube is fo wrapped up in the 
aforefaid Pellicle, as to ftop the Paffage of the 
Matter of the firft Element. 

Mean while, M. Bernoully found, by Experience, 
there is nothing fo prejudicial to. the appearing of 
this Light, as Humidity: For after having conti- 
nued fome Weeks to ballance every Evening one 
of his Barometers, prepared according to the firft 
Method, to fee if there was any Difference, either 
in the Vivacity of the Light, or in other Circum- 
ftances, and finding none,.he poured a little Water 
into the Vefiel below, to cover therewith the Sure 
face of the Quickfilver contained therein, and then 
lifted up the Tube gently, till the lower End 
coming out of the Quickfilver in the Veffel reached 
the Water; but as foon as a few Drops of Water 
were entred into the Tube, he dipped it again into 
the Quickfilver; and thefe Drops afcending to the 
Top, covered the Summit of the Mercurial Co- 
Jumn: The Effeét of which.was, that, with thé 
moft violent fhaking, there was no Way to pro- 
duce the leaft Trace of Light. He after that tried 
the fame Thing with re¢tified Spirits of Wine, 
thinking That, being of itfelf inflameable, would 
perhaps rather help to produce Light than deftroy 
it; but a few Drops of it had no fooner occupied 
the Summit of the Mercurial Column, but the 
Light which had before appeared with al] poffible 
Vivacity, at the leaft fhaking of the Tube, ‘ceafed 

re 
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‘to appear even with the greateft.. From whence he 
concluded, that. all Moifture and heterogeneous Mat- 
ter may either ftop.the Pores‘of the Quickfilver, and 
hinder the violent Motion of the Matter of the firft 
Element, as the Pellicle does; or at leaft partly 
ftop the great Rapidity with which the firft Ele- 
ment .ought to be moved, in order to excite the 
Light. 


ARTICLE XXIL. 


New BOOKS lately imported by Joun 
Nourse, af the Lamb without Temple- 
Bar. 


1. C. Saluftit qua extant, cum Notis Var. 
e Cura S. Havercampy, 2 Vol. 4to. Amff. 

1742 

2. Opufcula Omnia, Actis Eruditorum Lipfienf, 
inferta, que ad Univerfalem Mathefim, Phyficam, 


Medicinam, €¥c. pertinent ; necnon Epitome fi quz 
Materia vel Criticis Animadverfionibus Celebriores, 
2 Vol. 4to. Ven. 1741 
3. Janua Hebraeze Linguz Veteris Teftamenti ; 
acceffit, una cum Grammatica, Lexicon Hebrzo- 
Chaldaicum ; Cura M. C. Reinneccij. Editio IV. 
8vo. Lipf. 1741 
4. Acta Phyfico-Medica Academie Cafaraee, 
Volumen fextum, cum Appendice. 4to. 
5. D. W. Trilleri Obfervationes Critice in varios 
Grzecos & Latinos Auctores. 8vo. 
6.. M. Mappi Hiftoria Plantarum Alfat. Poft- 
huma. Studio J.C. Ehrmanni. gto. Argent. 1742 
7. Auctores Mythographi Latini, cum Notis Vae 
riorum, curante Van Staveren. 4to. Aimft. 1742 
8. T. Livius, par Crevier, Tomus fextus, Par. 
| 1742 
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